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COWTEIPOINT ~ the U=2 story

Selmer Nilsen, Norweglan {ishersan,

Ulle=tinme sy for Lussia.

I looked upon it as a Job, even 17 it was forces on me.

inoking back on those days, if I had the cholce, I would never start
ol Job again.

Francis Gary Fowers, pilot,

Une-tine spy for the United States.

dell. 1 was tho one that got caught, I wes the cne that  esbarrassed
the President, 1 was the cne that embarrassed the Uli, which was in
no way my fault, that I could see.

Frank Powers an. Jelmer llilsen never met. Dut at a certain point
in time, the work of cne becase the work of the other, and centributed
¢ the sost sensabional spy case of the Cold War - the U=2 incicent.
TITIE: COUNTEPOLNT,

#

Text: A number of Lhe seene® jortrayed in this fils are reconstructions.

DICK WHITTINOTON, ECGIL :ALI0 PRASONALITY:...andi speaking of Francis Cary, the

POELS:

RAHRATOR:

reason that he's wp there (lying arcund in that stuphd airplans,
brought to us this tiwe by the Chevrolet Moter Livision, 1s teo tell
us what's going on in the traflic - Frankie babe!

The Sen Uiego southbounx is very heavy through Sepulveds Fass

from Valley Vista all the way over to Maraga lrive.
ka&mmﬁmmamm. A firsteclass rller, he
is now cccasionally a traffle pilot over the los Angeles reeway.
e once [lew higher than anyone had ever been balore, ani reported
mauiffm kind ef traffiec,



(Muslc, Carvel Ice-crean themwe,)

BAGATO:

WIloEn:

Selmer Kilsen lives ob an gisclated [jord in northertesost lLorway.
Ho-one else lives here. Lilsen grow up ao oubcast. Yoars age,
aiter Nilsen's parents case here, his father was suspected of

swaviering scmeene in the [jord, mammumuu.

eoobuit the pecple around berse, in northern loreay, they sontenced
him, and that hes since then branded our whole fseilp. When I
went to school, the ctber kice called me “murderert, You felt
yourself tv be innocent, Dub you prew bltler againet scolety

for that reason,.

Frank Powers® chilohoos was scarred by the Uepresslion,

Host of my years were spent in south-wostern Virginia, in the

coal=mining area, in fact my father worked in a coslesine, very
primivive working confiitiona, The ccalemines in those days, in
the lepression years, woulin't work & full ween. 1 revenber uy
lad would send we to the Cengany Jbtoresthat they had there to see

the sign, it eaid oither, Yes, there was work Loday, or, No work

today, and you didn't know sometinmes [rom one uay B0 the next

whether ryou would work the next dsy or net. And anyone wio
wonted to do amything olee bad o loave the area, and the Service
got. ma out, ocut of the mines,

When the War started in the early Yortics - I was in ligh School
during most of this time - wo used to hear the busbers [lylag cver,

and of course, all the kids in an eres like that, never having bad The



BALFATOE:

p S ETTRRT

HanBATCL

BILSEE:

opportunity Lo see an alrplane at close range, were interested
in what kind they were, and we'd run to the winiows to chserve
and luok,

The War yesrs changed everylbing quite & bit, bevause induwtry
Jeked upe Iy Dad wenl to Detrodt, Michigan, to werk in one
i the defenss plangs, There was all the work thet enyone needed
at Lhat tise, and . he'u work &8 such &8 10 hows & day - he was
very eeger bectuse of b weriler lifs Uat be'd led where a ob
was bard to cw by,

Howers hae & wvivid recollecticn of his first fiight, when be was
abatljyhrscla.

Wy Led stopgpes at &n elrport Lecuuee L begged hiw to, He was
alraiv Lo det me go, 1 wesn't afraid to goe 1 #@8 tremendously
wclbed, sy koces wers shaking, sal the ilnstrucior, the pilet,
Shought 1 was afreid, Lub this wasn't Lhe case, i was Just so
Larillisd al colng Lbls, e Bhrill o me wes just being up gin
e alr, and I think I've ssparicncel thal the sest of my life.
For Fowers, the War measd gettlag owk of the Lggression; his
glirongest mesory of those years i of a fiveewinule airplane ride.
for Bilsen, the experience of war was & direct one, which started
uwmmw@orwm,

A% this tiume, Jelmer Nilsen was caly an ll-yoar old boy, Lut
what bappened in the var alfected his whole lile.

I A940, the Germans cocupied Nevway, our cowbry, and im 1941,
iusSian agents came beore, Lo &y parents' house, ani 1y parento

started o work for the Allies, that is to say, agaim ¢ Germany.



1 diin't really uiorstan: what 14 wes all about - I knew that
the huselans were here, allbough I was caly & little boy, anl
By father and the family, they collectes inforsation or the

russians about Coymgn activities, U-boats, airplancs,
ani everything like that, They had %o be ready to help the
amurm.mmsmmwmaﬂwwm@
amguniticn.

HAFHATO ¢ Murcensi is 200 miles by sed from the Eilsens' fjord. luch
inforuation as the Nilsent an! the huselan agenis were able
to trenseit to fussis was vital to the BEritish comveys that
teok the most Jangercus route of the Var o supply their fussian
allies,
mwmmmwmm.mm
ageuts could wot live all tbe time in the Nilaens' howo.

BILLOE: They lived oub here in the winler tlwe, whon 1t was difficult to
got Lmko the mounbalns becsuse of the suow. Thaey had to live as
nakr Lo sod 88 posaslble, sc thal Uhare wouldn't e any tracks in
Ve snow after theas Thers, right wiere those seaw-gulls are,
that's the cave whers thay wled to keep the rellc transwitler
Lhat they weel o send meesages to Supsia wiii,

Une Lime, 1 roweuber, an opdinary [lablngesmacik srrived with
Dersars on bodad, on & rald bare, and you can 599 tiat iL's
abeut @ hunired yerds from hore to the jetty, and the Cermns
diin't show thenselves on deck until the beat was at the Jotty,

anl they started running towdrds the house., And the Ruseians
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wore sitling dewn asnl heving o1 per with us, at the tsble.

0 they didn't bave time to run up into the mountaing, so we
Just bad to hide then, put thew down in the cellar there,

it the trap-door can be seen, ani s that it sheuldn't be seen,
ry mother took & woslen wash--basln and put it on top of the
Leap-deor to bide it. Amnd then they took suwe clean clothes and
mmmwam,mmmmmm. apd the
Gormans came in an! searched the hiouswe, but they diin't “im
anything, because she wae staiiing there washing clothes., o
it was alright that time. They fourd absolutely nothing.

he Cesvere umt the whole of noréhern lorvay in the Autum of
Yk, and we had to run sk@y to the mountairs, and live in those
mud hute, end the lussian agents went back, back home to fussia,
ind a couple of ay relatives went with them, over thore. Fecause
they Joined the [ight egaintt Cermany.

BASIATU :  Hileen's relatives wet to Murmensk, ani helped the Med Army that
leerates northern Norway,.

03 B And then, in 1965, when pesce cmwe, we caxe beck fzus the meuntains,
and started to rebuild, and settle down agedn, ami tried te lead &
norual life again,

HAWATUL:  Au the end of tho War, those Norweglsne wio had betrayed Norway
were called to account, (ne of them, (uisling, bequeathed his
nane as a universal term for & men whe betwaye his cowtry.
um@mmnmgm.mmupmmux.
fisherman, And then, | in 1948,..

NILEEN: veed years alter the War, a Lussian agent who had been here durding
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the War cawe back to the flurd., And be wanted to take somecne
back with bim to iusslia, He just Jeuandod that scueone ahould
o with hime  And what led up to this must bave been, well, that
my brother and wy brother-inelaw, who . . were over there durlog
the ver, wiat they may bave signed or prosised, 1 den'l know.
The ussian agent sali that Camany wae going to be re-armed,
and ke nesled their halp.

The faxily held a meeting in thelr coliage, ani gave in o the
iussian's theests, OCeluer was chosen, and was abied if he wouls
agree to go to Luwesla.

1 was rather youhg ot the tim - yoa, I sail, that's UK with se.
There was o talk about whet I wes suppeuel to do there, no, 1
was just going Lo go to a school, Lut what Hind of a school,
and what I was going to do there, they didn't eay amything about,
at Leme here.

I must say, I didn't realise what it was all about.

hilsen cellectel a fow belongings togetber, am want on board
the Museian bogb anchored outeide the fjord, wx wes teken

o Mawansk, e was 17 years old.

ind once I was there, Lhere was not much point in protestlng.
I wes all alone over there. And @o I wat to this school, 1
ke a cook, end an interpreter, & teacher in radic transmisslion,
& language teacher, and & Leacher in politics, to start with,
Bubt then I told . them, Folitics, I don't went anything to <o with
thet - anl they accepled that at onco.
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wWithout politice, Nilsen was trained o be & sjy.

and whdle I was going to this scicol, 1 wasa't allowed o o
anything myself, absolutely nol, everything was arranged, 1
was exactly like a little king there, Everything I pointed
to, I got. Overything I ssked for was given to me, I was
very well tredtel.

About the time Hilsen got howe from lugsia,in Apeil, 1949,
HATO = in which lNorwey was the northern bastion - was formed.
TEEAE: Thers are theoe who celalm that this treaty is an
aggressive ast on the part of the naticns which ring the
Forth Atlantic, That is absolubely wntrue,

iussla, nevertheless, lolt bersel! threatencd,

Hilsen, now & trained radio eoperater, had instructions to keep
in radic conbtact with lussia,

When 1 was & senler in collego, & team of Alr Force pecple
came around, recrulting pecple for pilot-training, I twok
the test, bevause I was still interested in {iying, although
I hadn't been up again in a plane since that time when 1 was
about 13=-li years old, this was when I wes 20,

The Hovean Yar, which started in 1950, confimmed the dangore
of the Cold War, emi froze each side im its fear of ho other.
in those days, there was much more of an amti-Commmistic feeling
than there is today, and I feel, and I lnow that most of the
pllots that I talled with felt, that 1L was the & very patrictic
thing to go Lo fores and light, this was, well, stopping
Compaist agaression, ani I had no jualws aboubl it whatsoever,



WAEEATOR

BARLATOL:

BILsEN:

HARIATOUS

&/

in fact, I was looking forward to going over, becsuse 1 wanted teo -
what do you say - Lry yoursell in combat, I had never done this,
and 1 wanted %o ses how 1 would react, actually., In a geod
tause, of course,
mmﬁmmmwmghumuinuwa
Rorean War by an appesidicitis operation. | |
botivgted primarily by thelr war-time experiences, the lilsens
hac assisted the [ussians against whal they feared wouli be &
resurgence of Gerwan pillitarism. DBut in 1952, lelwer hilsen's
father decided that the family must stop this spying business,
Yo he took his boat and went over to iussia, and told the Lussians
ke would have no more to do with it, he wasn't golng to use his
Mttwmuw,wm?muomwl.

I thought it wes & good thing, & brave thing, to do, to go over
there. GCo the fussians sald to him, Well, you can yuit, And
then the iussians took wme by sysel! in another bost, au told me
that they had put too much woney lnte me for thea to let due go.
And my father, an the rest of the family, thought it wes all over.
And then, in 1953, Jelmer Kilsme signed & contrast to work for
the Lussians,

Got against my own couniry, but against hato, lforeigners. and
in return, they would never bother the family again. And as
far as I kmow, they stuck to their part of the bargain, amd 1
of course stuck o wy part.

In 1956, Francis Gary Powers, now & lieutesant im the United
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mmrw,mmmmwmmwmmmu‘m
RSN o
mm,xwmwumm.zmmncmc
m,IMﬁuthm,mwmawnmcM
wm&m&mm,mlm&bm“awhwu
little as anyone else, I knew bardly anything about it, sxcept
that 1 knew it was & highly secret inteliigence-gathering orgsnigstion,
MM%M%W&MM“#WMWW&
inion.

"his plane was the Ubllity 2-the U-2, Developed by Kelly Johmson
crm.szmmmwnumwmmm
intelligence.
mewthaclﬁ,mwmﬁmaeivmumw,wmaf
wealher resedrch,
mﬁmammmrm.mlmm.um
designed for only one jaurpose: to cerry photograghic and electronic
mm&toamhmuumo,bmwemarw
@l reckets, It could fly in sxcese of U000 £t,
Imm&it'aemorﬁobmyhmu“m.umjut
aWwWWh&hhmeﬁhwmm,
MMN&hmww.ﬂwmmmsz,m
Wm%%of%%%wmw&m,mam
Just beautiful, mnnmmmm,mmma.nm
mmmummtmmmmmMm
hﬂm@m.mmamrﬁmmemﬂumm
airplane. Yach Tiight broke an sititule recerd,
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Te fiy this plane, you had to be & top-class pilot.

Powers was pald {30,000 a yetr, which was not bad for &
miner?'s songs The work lteell wes as exhausting as hewing
m-uptoummzn,nwmm.mumo,

and losing 3«5 lbs., a flight from delydration alone., Flus
the riek of an accident, or being shot down. Nilsen's work
could be equally exheusting. lie made several wrips to
Fusela, to report and pick up instructiomne, and these were sade
in ol c a tiny open boat that sat low in the waves, thus
avoiding detection by the radar of orweglan coastal defenses.
The leng jowrney %o Murmensk took 2 to 3 days, and Niloen Jmre
dls mot dare w slegp.

The firet Ilight of a U-2 over the Jeviet Union toek place in
1956, It was trecked by radsr, butl neither lussian planeceg
nor Lussien rocket delenses could reach it. The iusdions made
an oflicial protest. They made ne motest after that because
it was humilliating to adeit publicly that the plane wes beyond
thair reach.

Paltted black to svoid reflections frem the sun, the Lusslans
callea it "The Dlack lauy of Ispicnege”.

I knew that flying this U . sirplane without persdssicn over the
Soviet Union was spying, 1 imew that it was. Put I really den't
think that in the btrus sense ol the word"spy‘that I ever considere:
syself a spy. 1 was a pilot flying an airplacey and it Just
sc happened thet where I was flying wede what I was doing spying.
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1 felt that it was & very necessary thing, and I was very proud
of ay country for having, I guess the word is, the guts to do this,
because 1 had felt, ani a lob of psuple had felt, that we had not
been respomiing the way thet we should have responded to throats
from the Uozmunist naticns, such as Lores, and so forth, and when
I found out that we were, I was very jrowd.

b the U-2 was used ol enly (o spy on eneny countrges: . in 1936,
Frank Powers overfiew (yprus to check on British preparetions to
atbeck fgyjt; e borveglan general visliing Washington was shown
highly detailed aerial photographs of his country's defenses, 4
Ue2 wnlt was custed from Hritein when it was discovered that it was
not oy only for reporéing on the weather; bub while in the air,
wewmm@mmmmmm It's nickname
WS "Lhe Super-Gnouper”,

Allen Dulles, Director of the [ CIi, considered the U-2 his most
effestive tocd in the Jold war.

Bub in order te be most effuctive, it had to have Lases oversecas.
In Burcpe, these bases were in the Hate countries.

ds bis cover, Selusr Nilsen chode o traveling funfeir, and the
ussians pald for it. It was periect, because in Norway, & country
of snall lowns, everjone caue to Lhe falr - wepecielly bored serviceusn,
Imlammmm.mmnmm&mwmmn
charge towns according to whaib town I was told to go to.

The weot lwportant Lown on Nilsen's Lowr was the port of Bodg,
ihis was a ssall Norweglen flshing tows that bad been tLransdoraed
by Nato ioto an japortant airebese and sdlitery Bo. Foats and

alroralt credel by Hate personnel callel. bere regularly.
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The wilitary airfidhd, which is also the civilian, is situated right
on the sdge of toun,

Hilsen 4 had & wysten. He always stayed ab the best bhotel, got to
know viaiting Nelo elficers, and arvanged parties for them whepe he
supplied the liquor and the girls,

1 would always Lake twe rcoms, In one reom we had parties, these 1
had giris ani officers, but they could never geb imto this roca,
nww«mxoqum,hm:mmwmsm,amxwm
code, here I worksd, 1 stretched the anteonna with tape up Lo the -
em,ammthnmdmdmmmﬂwru.mmm.wm
come in and slean up, you just pey them, and Lhey wen't come in,

It was Juse fun to see that it worked, it was possible, you could do
it, it could be done,
I&kﬂbhwwtcmmm..“mmwmrmhgu

in Lown, thare will be some fun, they throw thelr pomey arcund,”

I 1955, Bilaen went over to hussia again, There, hussian intelligence
told hiw that they were interested in a jarticular plane,,.

And &b we were talking btegether, T and wy bosses, they sald that they
m’#uunamtthhphmhadedinﬁuw-bnm,limm
be on the lockw-out.

And that was Lo be his speclal assignment [rom then on.

alter I had bewn Lo Bodf on ome of wy usual party rowsis, trips with
the funiare, I louni cut that thet was the case, Lhere was scms
Secracy atwut & certain alrerali, about one aiveraft,

This was at the Lime when the Soviet U ionm began to test nuclear devices

inslile the Folar Circle.
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Horway was the nearest Nate cowrdry to the testing-groun!, ani sc

't was logical tbat the Americans would want te set up & bage there -
with er witheut the permiséien of Lhe lorwegian government, Ana
Powars bHelioves that his group was the lirst -2 group in Norway.

T ook a U=2 inte torway in 1958, There were wcne flights made cut
of thare «~ T den' & lovow whace they went, because I didn' £y mo
of thove, T Just brought the plane in.

T really enlcpel this visti te Hewwt; , ab lwigf,  We did stay there
leng evouph - the weiiher wes bl 60 Lhebl we cculanit fly, anwl wo
stayed there Jong enough so thet we dld el & chance to seo some of
the eoumtry ard bhe Pjords, and it wes teautiiul.

The Nesweplen th_wnw:em. luter denisd all krewlotge of the U=2
fghte Into Nomwsy, lLecucae of Seregy’s vulnecutle position with
regard Go lusdla, she Las alwars been Careful rot to provoke Hussiay
& oven a8 & wembsr of late, liamanuldm;t allea foreipn trocps
te be persanently based ca her sell,

In sero ways, Selmer Nilea inew were abexs ths activities of frlendly
vations on Yorwegisn sell than ¢1f the Nerweglan (cverrment at that
Lime,

At & party with some girls and American Alr Ferse efficers, I pet hold
of & ploture, The picture wes taien from beidnd Lhe wing-span, and
ferwards, and there were a couple of offisers slanling there, three
in front of 44; ami I got that from a girl, and she had taken it
from an American pilot, she told me, And then I got it sent over,
by mehns of a secret pesthox that T bad. And when the Zussians

#Ot She picture, and it was sure that the Us=2 landed in bedg, there
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WaE & big state of e ergency set in sotion, an! I had to deo
anything to Iind cut when it arrived in Fodd, whem It beok oif,
wiat time, all kinds of things.
mcmmumma-mmhuuummmm
froquented by Eilsen, and he got Lo koow thew. When & Ue2
fiignt wae expected, the groums parscnnel were at the airpert,
and thore wors ammed juards arcund the U-2 hangar. These
fuards were Awericans, not Norwegians, On &t least one cceasion,
they mwdmawmefnwwdnw.omchuwwﬁbmr.
In the harber, thewe was a tanker that carrie: special fuel for the
U=2, Ellsen was able te supply huseian Intelligence witn full
imormation on U«2 flights inte an! ok of Jodig,
They . . used to stay at this hevell fut here, ab this hotel,
for ssacple, when we had periies, we aluays know where the pilets
sRse (rom, fwrthcg.irhkoptmukimg, “Hiere will you he tomorrowt”
with tears in thelr eyes, “Where will JGu be tomorrew?® Well, tlen

_ ,"Tomorrow I'11 be in Turkey."

they might say, "Temorrow I'11 be in G«wA" and that's goed,
fan't it, then yo u knew at ence whe was who,
In the year 195%0, a yedr of saxisus acbivity out of lodf, Kilsen's
entertairment allowance from the iussians was 85,000,
Powers was in Movway only suce, and he and Lhe olier U=<¢ perscnnel
stayed ab the alr-base st Dodd, and he had no knowledge of Nilsen's
activities,
men'u-auﬁt,kmu&holﬁ-w,mu%umhuﬁinm,
in Turkey. Mm?pﬁhﬁh%m, whosd sain tesk was to
neke ahort-range posctrations rto Joviet territery, unier directions
from @ Centrel Intellirence Aoancs o cgr,
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POIERS s We'd been doing this for & while, and I feli that the Soviets had
becone Letter able to do scmething about 1%, an’ I aske’ the Intelligence
Ufficer wiat we should do if we were acciientally shet down, or 17 we a
&ccicentall went down. Eis esket words were that, "1 you'rs capbured,
you may a8 well tell the: everything, beceuse thay'll get it eut of you
asyway", and he led =e to believe that thers would be torture am! this
trpe of activity.

The litelligence Olficer also inlicated that they - the Scviet Union -
Frobably koew more about witt we were doing, amd sack of LEe pilebe and
the pecple involved than we (i curselves,

HAFATOR: Wilsen used to store his funfere uhings inda barn near todf airfield,

NILSEN: Yo you see that window up there¥t ‘ou can lock out over the airfielc,

Witiom camers, straight down imto the airfichi, Inside thet hill, they
hld the U=2, When the iussimne realiged hew close I could get to the
hangar, they &siel me if 1 could puy & bosb en heard the U~2 over jthers,

7 but I sald, He, it coulin't be done,

HAREATOR:  For the Americans, there was & sense of urgency atout the U=2 filghte
now. Hay, lyi0, whe to 260 the Paris Sussit Conference between
Bisenbower, Kruschev, de Gaulle, and Mackillan. An Hast-West deterte
was sxpected. I this care aboul, in all probability U-2 :lig'te over
the Soviet Unlun weuad be stopped, for good, Therelore, the Cli comsiiores
the weeks prior to that mesting to ve probably the last opportunity o
gather = | vital inforsation by mesns of the U=,

In addition, the mumser fugs woull scen be hiding much o mortbern Dussie

froem even the U=2, It was now ¢r never,

A flight acrors the whele of Ruscia was prdered.



Pocause & & Lreakdadn In cosrun.cations, Lie Desssge 9 procest w o ib
tho flighi was relayel from Gersany to Turkey over an cpen tblaphone line.
POE:S: Iv was & violavicn of sesurity,  ust the wé I way recelves, 4nd i, thay
“ord gon LWwrlhg Giese Lelephens calle, W wignt ravs known sy Lakeeo |
tine bolore § id, &ctually.
HA LATON: b the Russians prebably ald sot ke the U-2'%s destlizeticon. Themt
was the job ol agerts 1ike Hilsen.
WELoEe, In 1960, at the ond of April, 1 gob erders from awsis Lhabt I bad o @
and get in position and wetchk cubl, bevaube the U2 wes supeed to oomc,
RARFATG::  Bilgen kept watsh from so old Gersen busker. aleo walting Jown below
on Bodf airfield were the Americsn groundesrew frem the Cli. Uy wesns
ol i trapaniter that he seb wp, Wilsen could confiss Jlocetly to the
Pasgisas that o U2 was expected,
Bow in Pakistom, Frenk Fowere wes scheawied to lamd in bood siter flyig
across the witire fussian heartlend. Thie partioulsr flying date was
poetponed twice; for the first time, Fowers learnd that each Ilight had
to ba approved by the White louse iteelf,
It wao now the Firet of May, 1lveU, In koscow's Red Square, the lussians
wore . colebrating their greai day wilh the cuatomary dlitasy parade,
If the Americens hed pianaec Shis Jlighy @ an ineudo, biey ouuls ot have
€ =, chogen & were &ypropriste any.
Frank Fowars fismally got the go-shead. jiis plane was an unluciky one - it
had recemtly crashed in Japan.
FOWEES quamuﬁmamhwmmmwmsm.mw,s;;at
to that altituce, gave two ulicks that everylhing wes OX, amd 1 wes goirg on,
and tles, redie silunce fron Rt monedo,, tesded ocrece ™ becdar gut.
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the usual apprehension thet one bas, you know, cressing this imaginery
line, ani then cnce you get acrose nothing heppens, you settle down
and do your Jobe

BAEIATCGLs Powars' job was o switch on his camers ani clectronic menitoring
apparatud at certain pointe on his lime of flight; over airfielis,
mm.m«u&. wugkly balfway on his Jownay,
as ne neared Cverdlovel e

POSBEG This big explosion took place, and the wplosion I's swe wes
beohind and o the right of the alrplane, but I don't koow where
back there, I didn't fecl an Lypact agaimt the eireraft, ail I
felt was & susden accelerstion like that, it just set me back in
ay seal.
You have W leagine that thds thing is epinning very siolently, uo
wings am no tall, arown: thls heavy engine with the nose like this,
wmumamu.mwmmmaumum.
mwtmmmmmw.mwmpm.w
across the windshield cutside. Jo, in struggling to bry o get back
to my destruct ewitches, so that I coulc activiste those, I Suwt flew
out into space, and it felt cwactly as 4 I were flosting, It was
4 very pleasant sensationy maybe it wes Just the relief to get ocut of
the plane, but I've never felt anything like it in ny 1ife.

NAERRATOR: Fowers, & spy pilot falling delenseless inte the heart of huseias,
was Laken prlecnor.

HILIEN: Then in the woning, I gob o mesoage through ny Lrensmitter that I
eould just - no plane would comwe | I could Just go howe, So I
packed up ny things, and went homwe. And on Lhe way home, I hoard on the
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radio that it had been shot doun,

In Moscow, on May 5, the Supraene Soviet met, It was only twe woeks
befere Lhe Fards Owmnit, where Eruschev aml Blsenbower were Lo neet,
In his cpesch, Xruschev ancunced that an wmackei plane that proved
to belong to the Unlted States Mad been shot down over Joviet territory.
Ervochov askel, Was this an atteupt to sabotage the Paris Sumadi?

He ended with & threat: "He who copes with the sword shall perish
by the sword,"

Bach U2 plave was fitted witils self~iestruct mechanism, and piloss
bad erdars to use this il forced down over Iussian bterritory; each
pilet was alse lasue! with a polsoned needle which he could use o
avedd Ltortuwre. The Anericsns therelors assused Lhet it was unlikely
that Fowers had survived, or that mucsh of the plane was left intact.

oo they gave cut thelr prepared cowsr story:

LINOULE WHITE: ...e% wnsmed plane, & U-2 weather research plane, based at

Adana, Turkey, plloted by & clvilian nas becn missing aince May i.
Durdng the flight of this plene, the pilot repesrted difficulvy with

his oxygen egulpment. Mr. Kruschev has annouwnced that a U.S. plane
hes been shet dowrn over the USSH on ¢ abt date. It may be that thds
was the wlssing plane. Jt is emtirely possible that having & failure
in the oxygen eguipeent whick conld result in the pilot losing
conseicusnoss, the plane continued on aulcmatfe pilet for & conuiderable
distance and aeciduntally viglated Zoviet alr apeces The United States
is taking this matter wp with the lovist Governument with particoular
reference o the fate of the pllot,
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In reply, Greuyko, the Russian Pprelgn Minlster, commeanted:
“Perhaps the crews of sll Awcrican planece lose conscicusness

whon they cross the border. This must really be & problen for
meuical sclence.”

Then, brandlshing his proof, Kruschev exploded his besbshell:

the pilot of the airplene was alive and kicking, end the luseians
wthophn-'lw. The pilot worked for the CIA, and this
had besn & routine spy-flight. Kruschev showed jhotos of strategic
sites taken by the U-2 over lusslan territory.

The americans saw that they hau no choice but to acmlt the truth,

They justified it in terws of the Cola Var.

BEIS@EOWEL: No-one wants anct hor Pearl Harbor., This weans that we must

BANPATOR 2

BIoHsHOGE:

have knowledge of silitary lorves an! preparelions arcumi the
wordd, especlally those cajeble of massive surprise atback,
Secrecy im the Joviet Union makes this sssential,
Elsenbower's pre-cocupation with the couparative Smvulnerability
of the soviet Union o spying, contrasting strongly with the
cpenness of Awericar sociebty, had led kia to propose the Upen
Skies policy of telerated spy [lights over both cowries to avuid
surprise attack, [Hruschev had rejecteu this propossal out of hand,
It is possible that Hisemhower ordered the U-2 flight of May the
Eirst to convince Kruschev to change his wind,

1 shall bring up the Upen Okles proposal in Furis &8 a weans of
enuing concealment amd suspiclon. My fipel point ie . thet we must
not be distrected from the real issuss of today by what is an inciuent,

or a symptem, of the world situation tousy. The ephasis given a
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flight of an unarmed non-sdlitary plane can only refiect a fetish

_of pasrecy.
HAspATUR:  The Nusdlame prassel their aivertage by taking the U-2 cate to

the werld feruw of the Unfted Nations,
CIOMYRO:  ...the United States Covernment was compelled publiicly %o disavew

this lying versicn - ani T wish to ropeet that, to disaves the

lying version it had launched, and was forewd to confess to

pursuing a pirate=-like policy of systematic imtrusion imto the

alre-gpaze of the Soviet Uniem,
HALPATCH: The Unitad Stetes had undealably beem esught in a e, and ite

Fresident in cemniving in that lile., Tt wae o  major trlumph

for Kruschev's strategy, but 1t Lrought about a world erisis of

malor dimensions, and relations betwesn the 73SE and the US4 stegnatea

for a decads,

In Mopcew, the U-2 fxhidbition opened,
YOI POP: My foeling is that the country did the right thing In sendlng these
ks planas over, because we have to beop abresst of the Hussicus as far

ulnfm&umiumm,MQm'wpuinwﬁMnMup

tLhelr loasders 1007,
SOLULE: Maybe the Amerdcan publie will finally reslize that we're in & Cold
ook Var, and 1f such incidents as this sheoting down ¢f a plane contluues,

we'll be in a hot ene,
RABATUL:  Eruschev proclalmsd that uwnless the spy-flighte stopped, he would

amathilate the dages wieoneo they cewes Fe included Norway inm his threst,

INTEIVIRAER: Vhat do you thimk abeut it?
How York
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I only can say what wore were told in church yestarday, we should
pray for thet bey. He neaus it,

IMmsmymmewwm ineludlng deatn,

Powsrs had thls thought constantly un - bis wini during bds &
montns ! long sclitary conlinement.
xmmm'-am.wuu,ywmgutwmumnm
weloome one of the nterrogetion sesslons, 8o that you can talk o
oBLOnD, even Lidugh you kocw 2e's Lrylng to pey infurcelion fivoam
¥ois  Auwd Ghey®d probably dene this escugh to ssybe know that pecple
mmhnwunamnmwn,xm'tmmmm-
behind 3% s, Dot I loew iL's & leoreible thing, you bectme your own
Worst Ny e

NEWCRERL TITLE: ZRUSCHEV KSSURLECTS THE COLD WAR.
Prasident Blsenhower arvives wiruffled by Fremier Eruschev's
diropageiis biasts, bub 26 Mresident de Gaulle says goelbye to lke,
Ghe world leares bhat Lhe Averisen acoused Kruschev of trying to wreck
the Conferencs, a shargs that foliowed anviher 4l-simie tirade by
Eruscrey in which be sgain imeulbed Presiiem: Riseshower and withdrow
bis lavitation wo Jhe te vielt husais, after the Leutal Jerpedving
ef the Big fvwr Parls Sumil Conleremce by [ussia's Pramier Kruschev,
& sen Whe sesmingly s wimpressed by o sericuenese of the shiuwation
bhe has crwoatdd, Though be continues to hock - & feat he's becowe
wipart ab when he can Lury bis verbal hatehet in agyone epposing his
dictaten, Aaln Lhe shaiow of the Ereslin comspirators thrcabens the
light of the Free Werldd,

Bruschov stili ) had one truwp card Lo play: his cajiured U-2 pidet,



PowiB: I felt that by talking to thew @6 freely as 1 could, tell them the
absolule truth about everything thei they kmew aboul, I could establish
a pasis of truthfulness, sc when il uld come Lo a aansitive somotbing
that I ¢ida't wanbt to tell the: about, I could lie, am they woul:
believe me. And this workes fairly well, bub There was still
Lids threat ol Lorture. Mulrdtmtﬁimmm,ﬁtw
inforuation they wented, I might give - I dldn't kmow bow I would
react to torture, so that if I could prevent this any way, thon I had
Lo o it, because I hal some information Lhey could Lave used.

MAIATON:  To his swurprise, Frank Fowers was notl tortwed. The Jwselans wanted
o put his on teial before the world, aw for that they neeiel him in
goodbocily health, The Hoscow triel wos well attended by the world's
press. Fowers' parents attended, and wuch was mede of bhe fact that
Fowers' faller bad been & coal=uiner, and thence a proletardan. le
refusel % accept mongy frus Uhe CIA o pay for the Jowney. Two
American lawywrs attended &8 choervers., They were Jali by the Cli to
Lry en. ses Powers asd (ind oul 1F possible how the U-2 was brouglt down,
and bow much Powers bad given awey.

The first day of the trial was Frank Powers' birthiay.

POGERD It's been 1 think aptly Jdescribed as & showcase twdal, becauss it
wWas a showe They hnew overy answer I would make. They stage: the
trial so tiat the proper answers would be made at the proper time,
Each seasion enied wilh we or them or scweons saying a heailine thing,
ec Lhat Che Frese coull get it oub right away. It wes & very well

diracted show, there's no doubl about this. In & situation like that,
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even the selense have Lines that they have to foliew. They camnot
defeni the way thut we defend in the Ulilted States. Arything can
be dome bere thot will belp the client; there, 17 you do @ythdng,
then you're as gullty as he is.

AL the emd of the trial, Frank Powere made & ples to the jussisn
POUpLO. muummmmwmvmwm
lawyor to comply with fussian Law,

ou have heard all the evidence of the case, and you smsb decide
whit sy punisiment is %o be.

I vealize that I have committed a grave crime, aw I realize thut
I mwt be punished for it,

1 ask the Cowrt to weighfell the evidence and take into consieraticn
ot only the fact that I commitbeu the crime, bul alsc the
circusstances which led me to Jo it.

I also esk the Cowrt to take lote conslderaticn the fact that po
seuret inlormation resched its destinatien. It all fell inte the
banis of the Soviet sutborities,
Imumthimmmurnmum. I can
understand that, but I would like to stress the fact that I Jo not
foel, nor have I ever felt any enmity whetsoever for the hussian
peoplo. I plead Lo thelowt to juwige me not as an enowy, bubt as
amwngm‘ﬂnnntnmlmutm*wmm.
Wio bas nover hid sny charge® brought agaisst him in any couwrt, an:
whe 1o deoopdy repentant ane profoundly sorry ror whal be has done.
Prank you.
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mmm'tmmm,mmm“rmm,
because I felt thet If he dida't ask for it, they probably woulin't
Eive 1%,  Bub when the Juiges camd back, and sald thed I was Seutenced
h%ym.%%ﬁBhM,wthm?ianlmw,
Im-Ix‘ﬂaMmmumw,mIm.wI
rmm;msuo.mt;mnmommox,x-.«;uu'
bem-amxrmamwrw,m,arumw.mummm
i&mmmmtmymmm-mmarw]ﬂemvdm
lived = and that was & . long time. Ard then T becawe very despondat,
vhortly after Powers' trial, Nilaen saie cne of his customary trips to
fussis, This time, alter promoting him, the Aussians lirew & pert:
in bie hener, to celebiate bhe Jowning of Lhe Ue2...

coel really big party. I bad of course uy part in the pasrty - let's
Fub AL that way (Jaughy. And then, at this party, cne of the offl o &
mwu_,mmwmmmmm-mmw
mmamwmw.umuwﬁnuwam
over lussisn territory.
HMmemqu,mm%mwmwm
ammmwumummﬁmm,rwu
Wmmmmummammmm.m
8¢ @ beab would bring it down fnsice the USU, A U=2 downed cutsiuo
mm&mmmmmwmmmm
intelligence or projegania purposes.
mmmmwm.ummmmammum
mmﬁ,mmmm,mmﬂmmmm
8hot down by o rocket. It meant that all @ ..o U=2 flights over
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Ruseia bad to stop from that moment on.
MMnmmmummmmaamm
u-mwwmmmmmmww
Abel, who hec buou caught sce yoars before by the umricans. Jut now
mmrmwuuamormm.maawm
exbansive Jelwrieling, .
IM'&WMMmmww,Mmo{Wem
quntimum.mdlhwnammmmnwmi ind anotber wae,
Hed I dows enything in the Soviet Union that I might be blackuailed for?

56 1% was cbviouws that they were trying to fini out if - oh, ai they also
mwwuzmamwum;.mwmwm. Amd, or -
ijuuavwmpnﬂaru,hﬂumwmmww.
bosause the lnsinuetion was there.

In the Coli Wer atmosphere that prevailed, Fuwers was a combroversial
Tigures 5is loyalty, in the «yes of many, wes in doubt. ls was usel by
mwmnunnwmmmmmmw
aifair bad been to national pride. ¥hy had he not coruitted suiclde with
the polscn thoughtiully provided by the CIA? Wy bad he not opereted the
sell-iestruct owitches wn the plane? What bad be givem sway to the fussians?
Above all, could he be trustel, or had he been tralrsashed?
wmmw-mmmwammmummurm.
He was cleared of all blame by the Senate Uwmdttos: but the gquestions continued,

RS REPCITERs Weudd you do anylhing different at your trial?

POUES:

M,n'-mmwmmwmmmnmmwrm.

KIS REPOETER: What would you heve dene differently?

I% have to Lhink more about thisesel dcnt ke ool think that,ee



W

well, I followel instuucticne, &nd I would follow lmstructicns again,
WSS WPOETEN:  Are you satisfled with your behavior?
POEES:  Yes.
NAZGATOL: Fowers was finmally allowed Lo return o his faslly. le wes given
6 desk job with the Central Intelligence Agency in hashingten,
But he still warkted 0 flyeee
mm:mm»ﬁ;mwmm,arrmw«m-
a8 a fest pllot on the U-2, with lockheel in Califwrnia.
The text reais: "To Cary Powsrs - in apprecistion for many jobs
well done - over the USA and Fussia, signed, Eelly Johnson.
Frank FPowers' fulure, doing the job he lovei, seondd securo,

From his isoluted hows in northern Norwey, Selmer Kilsen worked
for 7 more years after the U=2 affair, 1y years in all, without
getting caught. OUn late sanoeuvres, military security locate! a
mmmmmm.mmam-mwmw.
BLIGEN: And duwrdng thelr search, they found an old code bolk behini a picture,
that I bal bidden and forgetten shbout. Ana when I told them that it
vas mine, Uhey wouldn't believe we, lo,no,n0, 1t wasn't mine, So
MM'&WH&&,M&M&.M@,W%M&W.
BALBATC.:  When the military were about to leave, Nilsen asked for & 146 to
Hamuerfest, to teke bis mother's sewing-sachine in for repulr,
This was a test, Tie sewing-sachine case was big enough to bol. his
Lransudlters cub no-cne lookes imsdie.
They suspected above all bis relatives who had been to rusela Juring
the Ware
WILSENY  They lookedl wpon me as & clown, on fdict, & drunk, without the
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intelligence to be & apy.

The iusslens offered Lileen the chance of golng to live in iussia,
bafore it was too late, bub he refused., Shortly after, he was fimally
saaght, perbeje because he wanted to be. He was tired of the gawe,
After o vecret trial, Niloen was given a Jjail sentence of 7 years.
He had to make & vow of silence concerning the tfitel procesdings.

But his U=2 activities were fuct trought up at the trial, possibly
bectuse the wicle business was still an abarressaert (o Lhe lLorsegien
autborities.

The CIA bas influencel ny lile a greatl deal, even before, Lut ever
since I got back, and supposedly, you know, no# working for thau, in
fact I was mot working for thes tw oy nowledge, 1 wee suppses to have
been working for lockhesd, bub yet they etill, threugh contact with
Lockhosd, vontrelled what I did and what I sald, they tried to keep
me from writing & story for a long Gime, and of cowrse I went along with
it, thinidng that I wouldn't want Lo do anything that would harm wy
povernnent.

Vhile sweiting pervdesion Drom the (4, Muwers delayed writing bis book,
"Pperation Overllight", with a great sense of injustlce. He wallaed
several yoars.

Becausedof all the bad publicity that 1 received, I felt that maybe I
should tell uy side of the stozy« Finally, I just went wp to than and

eaid, Vell, I'm going to write a bock, Iy book was published May 1, 1970,

10 years after 1 wes shot down. Actually, by doing this, I might have
causel mysell a little trouble.
Fowers bad worked for lockbeoi's Yelly Jobnson fur over 7 years.
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Suddendy, he fowd hissell jcbluss.

When I was let go from leockheed, Kelly Johnson told me that the CIA

had not come through with enother 3 wonths® pay for we, so ke had to st
me go. Well, he says tat be dlin't fire we, butl when he asked me i 1
could be gone the next day, 1 assune! that this was being fired, They
don't want peocpie to write a book = that is the resson, apparently, st
thumneumm'am. They *re showing everyone else that
'mmm'tmmu.’

Arounsi Lhe time Powers left lockhced, Nilsen was releasel early from
priscn on geounds of 11l health, and retwmed homeo,

I was 17 years old whon I started cut to work as a spy. and the whols
Lime I wias not free, I was contloually wvier presswe, ani lolt tireatened.
Bub when I came cut in %Oy, then for the first time I felt like a (ree man,
Hy nelghbors terest me UK. Whatl they are thinkipg undermeath, that of
cowse I uon' know.

last year, lilsen woe beaten up in a nearby village. o says thay ware
Jealous of ) the success &0 his sslwon-fishing business. Maybe they
comsidered him & (uisling.

A8 a result, he lost his right eyo.

Yowers soass oven sore Mlimly trapped by the pest than Hilsen, le seoms
thmmmlwmmﬁHﬂMWMWw. The
freas, Powers' old enemy, remembers him from tise to tise, to ask:
“Whatever became of Frankis Gary Fowers?' - and then the tone is wually
wockery.

In sell=delonse, Frank Fowers cilers hissell as an aller-dlnper talker
on tho incident Chal changed his live,
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My otory will be my elie of the U-2 sbory. Amo it's guite a bit
differmant fion whal wes carried in the Press about lU-12 peare ago.
Several people in owr Press criticised me for, as they said, spilling
By gubs or talking too much, They didn't ey to find out that I
bad withbell quite a bit of inforsatlica from the Soviet Undon that
1 didn't bave to, 1 was told I could tell then everything, bLossuse
they 'd gob it out of we angway. I atill think we neeld a wcre
responsible Press., Fut the Presicent of the United states, the
Uentral Inbelligence & ey, the Senite Almed Swrvices Ccamivteos,
they knew the full story, they koaew bhow  much infer-ation I wes
abie te withbold, bub they didn't elaboratey because all they
wented to do 48 just get the CIA out of the news - an intelligence
organization camnct stan. too much publicity.

The U=Z programee survived Frank Powere' disastrous flight, but mo
more U-2s ware sapulactured, low thal e o ssianw-imerican sgroesent
on satellites has Leon reached, Sieenhower's Upen Ckies policy bas
at last come into belng, and made Lhe U-Q &8 & oy pdane all but
echasclete, Hutusl siying 3l === tacitly allowed Leua se
almost wunpreventakdle,

sy bosses over there used to say sbout Peiying, "dat you dewls
kmow ebout the cther side, whatever it is, is only geod. It's
what you don't know that 18 dangerous,.”

Barly last year, the winter storms broke up the wooden boat that
Filsen used to take to Mumensk,

Here in this £jord, hore in Bakfjord, there used to live arcund 20
pecple - but all over northemn Horway, in small places like thie,
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poople bave soved away to the big citles, The houses are eyty, an
start to decay, start to decay.

CUver there, woe plan (o start a salmon-farm. You have to dam off
part of this neck, and then have the streas flow In and out, so tiat
the fish fesl hajgy. And 4t would pay very well - if you inagine
that you bave t¢ © . pub & thousend swall sslumon in there, Shot would
cost arcund (20U, and in J years, they would wiigh about 8 or 10 lbe
apiese, up te U4 lbe, and then ou you could get & prlce por 1b of aboub
ﬂBWM-mmmmMﬁEMmeth
In 1965, I was presented with a medal, ib's called, the Intelligence
Star. I ey, “Centrel Inbelligence Agency®, and on the botiom,
“For Valor®, And on the back, “Umited Jtates of America”, and
Mhwardel to Francis O, Powere®. Someone told me that this was gold,
and 8o 1 asked the man who was in chorge of . medals back at the
Central Intelligence Agency, and word came bach to me thet with this
and 20 canks I could get 8 cup of coffes,

2o



