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dnen tuey freed tne slaves in 1834
They left the great plantations
And took to the friendly mountsins.

The wnite plantation owners XX¥EX owned the valleys,
But tne high lends were Crown lands,
And the Ireedmen settled there undisturbed.

They nursed a hurv the white msn nas never Known,
Though he inflicted it.
The scar ig not yet healed.

Ihe ex-glaves snarpened the cutlas:zes

Thet had cut caase for tue white mesn,

And, for the first time,

Began to wors as tueir own masters,

Clearing the jungle that hid the fertile goil.,

Few stayed on the plantations -

The memory of centuries of elavery

Can not be eradicsted

By chenging a elave into a paid labourer.

Tne propertyless slaves became pepsant farmers,
Digging and planting on difficult ground,
Coexing tne earth to yield ites utmost.

fney built their houses on the mountain slopes
Par frow the valleys ot slave-memury,
And developed their own communities,

After more tnan 300 years gs a Britisn Colony,
In now independent Jeamasica

One child in 4 hes no schooling at all.

Those children who do receive an education
Are schooled in an aslien tradition

Irrelevant to their country

Or their way of life.
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In & country where 75% of the pzople

Are of pure Negro origin,

The standarde of the white Englishman dominste.
Where wealth and lightness of sxin texture

Are the gauges of acceptebility and respectability,
The poor black Jamaicen peasant feels,

And le made to feel, hopelessly inferior.

sut in the isolation of the hill villegese,
The pesssuts could £eep @ self-regpect,
Guarded and tended,

As tuey cared for tneir gerdens.,

The earth wae fertile to their touen
And the; tueaselves were fertile
And incresed their kind,

Tne small farms produce food crops
Por toneir own coasumption.

If taere iz a narrow asrgin

Above whet is needed by the Tamily,
It is tasen to town by tue womenfolx
And gola in the local merket.

In Jawmaica, tue woman is tie ieystone of uue family,
fU/ of birthe are illegitinete:

Tie woman who bears the chilaren

Alsyu vesrs amsl responsibility for tuneun,

Often providing home, rood, clotning

Without tne help of & msn.

704 of Jesgice's farms are of 5 acres or lese,
Employing only 13% of tne farz land.

Estetes of over 50 acres

Own 37% of farm lend.

EEXEXEE And yet, on the lerge estates,

As much as 4/5 of the lend can lie idle -
Wnile tne peasantry ig sterved of land,

And wust use every inch of land

That is capable of besring food.

But the earth is worn out that has borne so0 much.
Too intensive planting
And hard raine have eroded the so1l1X.
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In their mountein villeges

Tne people too are wourn out that have woried €0 much,
And borne too many children,

More than their land can support.

Out of a populstion of 1,600,000

Over 1,000,000 Jeugicang

Live directly off tae land,

The traditionel easwer tu.ovsrpopulation
In Jawaica has alwa/s peen enigretion.

In tue 1880s, to Pauama to build the Canal,

Later to Central aad Soutn Americs, Cuba, the United States,
Wiierever there wes the promige of wWork

They have gone, sold their lsbour,settled.

4oet receatly, to dritain;

In the 5 years before 1362

dearly 10% of the population emigrated.

How, tune outlet to Britain ie barred,

Muese can tuey look now? x

Unly to their owan country:
Aa icleand, 150 miles long, 50 wide.
An islend, with limived resources.

Tae Tertile soil ha: wade Jazaica

Al agriculturel islaad.

In 1352, it was discovered that thet soil
Conteined bauxite, from which aluminium {s made,
Since taat time, Jamaica has proved to pe

The world's ricnest source,

Now owning one-tenth of the islang,

Azerican and Canadian coumpenieg mine tne bauxite.
Their investmeats total 60 million.

They euwploy 5,000 workers

Who receive the best wages in Jazaica,

The open-cast @ining

Tears off tae topsoil from the Jamaican countryside,
But tne bauxite Coupanies are obliged

To replace tne topsoil, end replant,

And put to uge both the lend tast hae been worxed

And tie land not Jet in uge,

S0 the mining companies msintain beef and dairy herds,

AN eyravyimo-+4 “'L §= A\
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The bauxite is carrieus to the coest

And exgorted to Oansda gad tne United States
In tlie form of ore.

Only one of tue 4 foreign companies

Coaverts tne ore into alumina

On the islend itself.

A valuable gource of indastrisl employment

Is thus lost to Jamnaica's unemployed thousends.
The abuses of colonialism are continued

After independence.

Industries like bauxite

And tue cement plaag Just outsids Kingston

Are seen as the solution

To tue igland'e immense unemplo,ment problem,

Woich lies arouna 15%.

Iverytning ie done to attract indue try:

Labour is cueap.

Tnere are no woaopoly lews,

lo etrict company legiskation,

No minimum wege laws.

There are generous tex incentivee for industry,
Provision of factury buildings, -
Frecdom from import duty for raw meterials and mchinery,
And the opportunity to tsxe out profite in dollars.

With tihie freest of free enterprise,

The nationsl iacome hes doubled in 15 years,

And the rate of economic growth in the last 10 years

Has been the third nighest in the world.

But because of all the cunceselons madq.

To XK attract industry,

The only resl adventage to the ecenomy

Cowes frow the wages pald tu the workers;

And, with the eXcepiion ol bauxite and ceuwent,
These wages are low -

Becausge the new industries depend on cineep labour.
And for sll the emphasis on iddustry,

It still euphoys only 3/,000.

Tne largeet employer of labour
Is gugar.

The cutting of cane for the manufacture

.Q{hsugar, rum and molassze
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The margin of profit on sugar-can is= small,

And subject to wide fluctations

On the world merket;

for this reason, lamvour must be cheap and plentiful.

The work is only seasonal;

It is monotonous eand arduous;

It ie pedly paid.

3ut Tor the workere in sugar

It meens money, however little,
Where there would otiusrwise be none.

Cane hes bveen cultiveted on Jemeica for ceanturies;
At one time, tne islana was the warld's wost important
During tne time when Jaseica

Wes & colony of Britain

The profits weant to the exploiting country.

And now, even after inaependence,

The Jamaican plantstion-owners

Still do not te<e Tull pdvambage of their product.
Jausica exports suger,

And imports st high prices products

Such ss msruelade and confectionery

siade almost entirely from Jamalican exports.

Tonis perpetuation of tie colonielist systleu
Deprives Jausicans of eunployment oppurtanities

In tane snape of inauetries baesed on Bwefr;

Keeps prices nighj

Ané wmainteins Jaxzgica's dependeace on Britain,

I'he smun snines for cans-cutier
And American tourist alike:
But in a different way.

Jaunpica lies a few hours' flight T
Prom the United Stetes;

Touriste wno used to mese for Havana
Now go to Montego Bay -

Wnich hag all the comforts of Miemi.

Tourists have contact with tie gun and- sea and beaches
But not the people of Jameica.

ThoughX it would not be true to say

Thet coloured people cannot g0 into tne hotels.

sgurce.
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The beaches are not closed to the inhebitants:
But few cen afford tuea.

In Jamnaica thnere is no need for a colour ver
When the money tar is just as effective.

Kingston is the centre of businesg and government.
For those wno worx in business or professional jobs,
The pay ies good - but for tuhem only.

Thos € who cannot work, if they are crippled,

~an earn pennies gs street entertainers.

The strecte of Jamelca are filled with music.

Lepouwr is plentiful, weges low,

Doaestic serveats, often with @ 12 hour day,
Can meske as little ag 30/- & week.

Pactory workers, cusurfewrs, naadymcn.‘EZ—iS.
To pay taxes, yoa must mexe over €6 per week:
Only one person in thirty pays taxes.

In tiie west of tae city

Tnere is 2 road that leads to & rubbish dump.

The refuse of Kingstuon ie tipped here.

And it is here tnat the people

Who neve come to Kingstun looking fur work

Fings the only work and tue only homes

Aveilsble to taem.

Rejected by & society thet hes nu place for theum,

Tney baila their homee out of tne scraps of tin and timber

Iney fina on the aump.

Tney Yind their fod by scravbling in tue muck,
Competing witi buzisrds.

There ere no toilets, little fresh water.

But the cnildren ere often clean and cared-for.

One Jawaicen anewer to the co.ntry
Taat perwits such degradation
Is to reject that country.

The Ress Tefarian Movement

Viniceh flourisnes in the slume of Jamalca

Hias as 1ivus goal

The return of XXEE ell blacd ‘peoples

To tne continent of Africs.

They profess thnewselves followers ouf Ras Tafari,
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VI Halle€ gelaessie, REaperor of Etniopia.
Jameicans by birth, taey vtace no part in Jamaican affairs;
Taey even refuse to vote.

As toe dream or a returs to an Africa

Wnere tue bleci uan is free

Gives sumetaniag to look forward to in the future,
So tne smoxing of XH(ganja) mari juans

Allevietes tue present.

Tne Res Tarsri Movement is an Eecapist moveuwent,
4 recoll from tne lhogelessness of lire.

To some Ras Tafarien sects,

The swoking of merijuana is s religious act.

But under Jamsican law, it is & criminal offeace,
And the punisaument ie prison,

wnere tie olfenders reelly learn now to be criminals.

Tne psychology of the Ras Tafari bretaren

Is €5§£r°f tae unemployed.

In XXX dresm of a return to Africa

Ine breturen sre unreslictic,

but tne haperor Haile Seleseie,

Nhowm gowe of the Hae Tafsrians Tregerd as God,
All as King,

Has get asiue 50. pcres of very fertile and rich land
For tae Black People of the Wegzt.

But only skilled peuple will be accepted

As imalgrants to Etuiopia.

Tnerefore, tne Ras Tafarians

Organize themselves to teach each otaer trades
To quelify as Ethiopian iomigraats

And to esrn enough mone, to pet tnere.

Aud since Amheric is the lasgusge
01 their God, King, and country of sdoption,
They must lesrn that tuo.

decause of tneir long usir,

Nagednegs, wari juana-smoking,

And tue excesgses of some of their orethren,

The mejority of Jameicans

Look upon the Ras Tafarlans witn suspicion and hatred.
But the Ras Taferians are not daugerous:

They kaow too well

J*u‘°§.~‘&!hat in & white men's woxld

The blaci man cennot win.
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/////;?.29 To mould a culiure,

finere tile bleck man'e contribution

Is recognised as a worthy one.

To mould g culture, & new oae,

liot & cheap copy of oritaian, tue colonialist land.
Ana in wmoulding a calrvure, ’

To would, pernaps, & nation,

oul now muca time does Jameica have?



