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Joe Thlolos and tTham:i Mazwal

Q: What 1s the difference between the older requlations and the

ones that have been handad down recently. i
Joe: The laws have been changing gradually from the first time
thev wers 1mpossd in 1285. Each time they were challenged in
court and the government would go and rewrite them to comply with
the court s dscision. and that is how we got to the final set
that was oproduced in 1988. And that one was very tight, even
the lawyers couldn t challenae those....they’re very well written
Basically they re saving exactly the same thing., that you cannot
publish subversive statements. vou cannot quote a member of a
restricted organizatilon. fhat you cannot quote....you cannot
write anvthina that either enhances the image of or improves the
score that varicus newspapers have been closed down for a number
of weeks.

Q: They tell vou what imoroves the image of an organization...

We had
Weire

2 v=iv 1nterestina case where they warned us because we
upposed to be =nhancaing the image of the PAC and the ANC.
anc = AT Lhes Storl2e we wasre quoting w2re very ludicrous. 1he
one story was a wire story from Associated Press saying there had
mesen a mestinag behueen Cliver Tambo of the ANC and the Archbishop

0T Carnrerbury Runcis. it was a straightforuward story saying
thers had besn rhis meerling. wWe were not quotina Tambo because ws
lkmew we couidn' bt quobe fambo. We were not saying what Tambo had
caid. Lur 1n ke anod bacauss we had published this story saying
thars was e mesrina.  we ' re accused of enhancinag the image of
S [ oeeil s5.tgs NE A anss Wwoa paises that T wrote on & visit
Eo. Haprars in Jlebabies whers a4 tour quides showed us the place
: ; apal the PN ware burisd. They were lav-
Nl S QS 1 17 e gravevarda. ana I JUSt witote this parti-

=annEnce Wi hh B0 comment. nothina. I said the quide showad
e whers Jonh Puksla was puriea. where Joe dQwabi was buried. And
hEmause oF that we wars supposed to bs enhancina tha image of the
AMC ana the 2AC. So that again. it’s a very subjective interpret-

- chart rnpyv - =

Q- Do  thess new reqaulations affect tlack journalists mcre than
they effescr white journalists?

Taml - T would =y effect both, although th= peocrcle
la be a blaghk journalist. Because
aily in the frvying pan. they’'r2 i1n the
i or what is happenina. What the covt
droes not wanbk known. Minas are happening in the townships and we

Ty T I gt
plack wurnalaist

oven. (h=sy = aarnt andg b\--P

=ea thase thindgs hanpsnina. We don’t interview peopl2. So that's
Hy B neE i hplack iournalists most. But L don’'t think
3 e 1M O Qovernmantc === as nhe qoveirnment 1S
ST N Ny Journalizt who writes certain tvpes of storiss 1S
' - r wn 2rTt2ct. the pscdle WNo do Wrlce




the townships and these things effect them directly.

d: What happened in the Soweto uprising. Tell us the kind of
thina you could do then and what you could report now.

—

Thami: Well. Joe was in jalil, so perhaps I could be of assistance
here. In 1976 bthe police were... gave regular statements and we
were able to get into any area. unrest area. And we were basic-
ally able to repart on every thina that happened. Today we can’t
go into an area of unrest. The police do not talk. Instead they
aive thelr reports to Preteoria. And what you get is an edited
varsion. aAnd thar sdited version has been very politicized. It's
a poirnician covina that statement. Rather than a policeman who
was present when certain things happened. And what 1is more
Sarinus, e B Ay 5 th= type of action that is being used today
15 mere ssver2 than Ehe tvpe of action used in “76. The police
ars mair= ryrhiess now And as a8 result. thev’re tryina to hide
the tvpe of achtion that they take. They’re trying to maks sure
prople don 't know about it.

ioe i fnnk b i i 1aurnalists achieved much more than they
achisvact on e r=canh unrast. One of the very graphic stcories we
§ ) S was af a2 ournalist hiding inside a waste drum. And he
T P e Wil b he hd and listensd to the police giving
insoiruchtions fo hasts)l dwellers to go and attack the community.
ara fnary o= one of tha pest pisc2s of writing I1’ve ever seen. And
rodav we car fodo rthat. When tihe unrest takes place you've got to
ang the opposiite darsction. you ¢an t b2 1n a place of unirest.
So  that even 1f vou re there by some accident, vyou will not be
Wwle to wrire what vou aceually saw. what you actually heard.
[t’s only the editad ver<sions from Preteoria that you can publish.

J
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30 fhar 1F samaniiina ke Sharpevills happened now, vou would
Ve g Lt B slal '2raian = rhalt  ryGhite

now. vou wouldn t b2 able to cget the
Tus You wouldn't bs able to qget the eye-
3,7 ‘'t ke ab.ie to qaet Jjournaliscts in the
th vou wolld get would be the corficial
a I LT NOENMA LI YAaSsSTRNES WNLTN Qaiaup CT

DECD IS WG = =t che nolica and tha pollice retaliated and

. Ty ) : it owvorr looik at what happensed at Sharpe-
1lle. wou had Soing YEry Qraphic reporting there. PLchtures of
i pvoma an ohe qrdiing atter bainag shot dead. Stories of how
1t L happsned ‘=rv arapnic. (The journalists were on the saeng
rins T 3 o T RN 3 0. T todaay vou willi never e able

=y hnal T T S R Ve TRl o SR I BT 1 for 1n Soukh africa.
i YT AT Lo DalkE A pLcture of somenodvy whn has been
=4oan unrser 7 vol A photoaraphsr and you seée somatody has
: inraar ou ant To take & pacture of a child
. i \ ~2U NSt




JOE - i thinlk one of the examplaes I can think of is the editor of
a papsr 1n Pietermaritzburg, Cabem Mzike. He was covering the
fiaht ‘mebesern UDF-CO34TU on the ong hand, and Inkatha on the
othar. And he was under tremendous pressure from both groups,
trvinag to tell him what to write and what not to write. And in
the end he's left the country because he fears for his 1life.
We ve had A monbar of incidents where journalists are threatsned.
Where even the Snwetan. the publicaticon we work for, where people
Tivaeod Lo araan cas hovonbis ot the Sowstan because they wanted us
tc projlact a particular Line. Fortunately for us we managed to
resist 15 Huib thsse ars pressurses that come both from the com—
munity 2s well as the authorities.

'hama - i woula =2y bhat tnere are five lavels of censorship in
rthe country. fhere < the governmental lesvel. Then two, there’'s
the nun=rs of thne newspapers who will!l t=211 you, 1look you’re free
to write anvthina but make sure vou check with your lawyers. Then
vou have the isval of the white reporters. white sub-editors who
will alwavs c2nsor what black reporters will write. Then you have
the lovel of community organizations. who will want you to push a
particuiar fine. Liks Jo= has given an example. And the last
=ua] vnich 1S bnhe mest vicious ., is the level of sslf-censorship.
where vou try and be alt things to all peoplea. So it’'s these five
levels that =2rfect us in 2ur operations.

o

G- Does vour smabtional abtachment to the story justirty your whits
sumeriors pernans takina vour reports skepticallv?

Thami: Well I think that the white reporters have been doing that
TOE AGes | Misarchneid has been alive and kicking for ages. iThe
Wit ran has Resn fhere 10 S.A. and thev’'ve been justifying what

nenihna chera bacauss of thear.....i mean profession-
v Ehey 2 hEs u=scifving tt thevy did not write about these
= 17 narbtheid a2xcept as that
g 1] Lty Le ome &vii. Sc
Wne: RN SHEPDoSe hesz tnings thev
\I'2  Not 1= oapoun whacher this 1s true Oor nNnotn. sut its now
the mrfacis Shas fhas has on thsir mersonal intearity. They
2t lawed all Bhis o bhappen DEScalise we are . ... .- now that we ars
i oIr1Lad ine =e=cond r=azon woulid say
A = _amd . s wo) Pisd P13ht now. 1n the past white journalists
t y e Lo ~nev used tS wWitlte about what = hap-
n Africa. they used to write about the evils of
ot En black wurnalists come and write about 1t

fi1ve 1 tha situation. ot =ourse you Tind there 1is

: = 4 e santmenT. Se it = an accunmulation of aill these
iz=uss that mak2:s th2 white journalilst ressantitul of the black
2uerEnalisc. PR [ waln! rney Ko khat we e Wwrining is tos
trukh. Sut [ bhink they 2@ astting exposad for the role they have
aved 21t Aalains riect B0 They now bBeina madsz o take the back
v hay ra no LOonas rthe champleons ©f black liberation, some-

thina shat onsvy alwavs pretend ro oe
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vl i re oW en 1t = peintless Ti na- Lo i 3 Ay

T c i e & W arse emotionally Anvglveda DUT WE (=
DiE rto palance whe t Wil te against the Tacts. EothankesEnatas
Lhe ma o 1S e Cian R We WrhlITE g matoned witn T T&CTt

fnd every time wWe '€ ound to match with tne facts

i hama: ach 1ournalaists seldom. 1

thev con = ierate sut yvou 1l -

at1on Wl come TrIrom o L IeutlrnaLll V

than black peocple. 5o that s where

A1 tame vou spolig voll also extendges this TO Toreian journal-

~ejuctant to use black journalists 23
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Fhasml s T think that white aournaiasts the wav.:L see xit, white
IOUIRARlISEE alre aulcsd hy Whal 1S3l newspapers repcrt on. oul
certainiy foreian j1ournalists have come to South africa already
With mre-eev mincgs. airsacdy havaing taken 2 Judaemental view.
apartheid 1 bad. fhe ANC 1s the pest oraanization. tne PnC 1S
neil - oo e - ArCAmTATIAN i tnev aauas: what

25l bl - ar It
o1 e : : i rd fac Ldte ., an nEsms of unat 1s hapzening 1r
AmeErica. hey iy and transpose GHelr Americas ’nJ their turopes
in bouti: sfraca. Aanc ithat 18 a problem with white journalists.

Yerhaps they ve looked at the policiec of the ANC and cthe PAC,
and they ve hardly sothered to look at the terrain and they ve
Just aiven a judaement that the ANC is good, the PAC is bad and
thev trv and inuerpret svervihina that hagpens i1n the country 1in
terms of those standards. The good ANC., the bad PAC. Anc of
cours=z that is 2 very serious problem with tne foreian media. And
at times vou find that they tend to do more harm than good in the
country. tscause some of the distortions that I ses whan 1 m out-
side here. are actually uncalled for. We had a situat.ion when
Mothopena.  .the §freasaident of the PAC was released. And when he
as  rel e“#ed thers was another cuy Gwala was releasad. And  you
tincd that the overseas newspapers trysd to squate Mothopena with
Gwala, whs one 1< a2 national leadar and the other 1s hardly a
local trads union lsader. But vou can also see.... foreidn Jour-
naliste have aqot such an agenda. which 1s very unfortunate....on
op of the prese restrictions that you find in the country, they
have theiir own. I don’t know what can be done, they either have
to sither ast plack iournalists as pecple who are going to assist
them in tryvina to explain the situation to them. That this is
happeninag hecause of a.k.c. or d. This organization sayvs this
because of a.b.c.d. and I think there is an urgent need for over
seas journzlists to work with black journalists. because only
black 1ournalists can telli them what is happening in the country.
et +hem forsst about trvina to resad the local press, the local
prese 1s controlied by white people. And white people will al-
wavs make sure the news is manipulated to present a certain pic-
ture to the viewer whether he is in the country or outside.
end tape 1




IOE: You firnd most of the correscondents....South African corres-
pondente of overseas publications, are white. That’s in Europe
or hsir2 1n Ameirlca. There are very few publications that have
black correspondents inside the country. The whites who are
writing for these publications are not in the townships. So that
what they are writing is in fact second or third hand. So that
there = ro wWay you can a2t an accurate picture of what is happen-
ina inside the country from such people. The people who can give
vou  fFiret sand iafarmation are the black journalists who are in-
ey the counbry . who know what is hapopening in the black town-

Shins et blamem ars the people the forsian media is ignoitling.
g: La=t time vou =poks about the responsibility of foreign

~
That'=s a very difficuit problem because when you go 2n there to
1ntervien Sicele Diomn. and he tells vou he was tortured in jail,
if vou're a 3outh African journalist. you would not publish that
bacause wou tncw undsir the Prisons Act he may ot say anything
about what happensad to him while h2 was in detention. and 8 under
Eime Police Aot he mav not say anythina about the oolicse. The onus
i2 alwavys on the perssn who 1s teliling the story Lo prove that 1t
= tirya. 5o bhat 2 Southn African JoUrnailsts would have been much
usrle u1n tallina Sicelo Dlomo’s story. We always imply
e porturs. We aluwavs S Weer things. But we =say it
rha normal comeback that vou got in Sicein’s case. PMow he
=ievicion and said that he was toirtured in jail. And
e Seuth Africa Police saw this clip., they went and inter-
Do find thav =aid that h2 had told them that he had lied
Fhinlk 1t was CB3S at the time, and when he was supposed
we respana 3 A that h2 had lied to CBE. he was

B i he nolice Sa

roung s here was 2 whole Lot of coincicences therza. 1T vou

) Rt B APt LeurE des TETon
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D vou el Cotis afriea tournatisc who will be able ©o 1nter
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Vil B PR wrers ha wWas

r et b Slem sl Les 0 people whe have g2en  deiained ol
' = e too 1S asad. Alsc a Tew months arcer

tha publication Nf this particular program. It’s a very dirfticult
Mmizical |} fam . fe vou a0 an ot a oncs-ofT or do you try toc be

that ks venry dafnicult. th2 audiencs aluways wants a

Y G ime person nelling the story hamsalft. sut I think

£ nSe moie laaaination trywng to find neans ot telling
Tl
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na our sources. I tnink 1t's  vary
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I0E: You findd most of the correspondents....South African corres-
pondente of overseas publications, are white. That’s in Europe
or hsir2 in America. There are very few publications that have
black correspondents inside the country. The whites who are
writing for these publications are not in the townships. So that
what they are writing is in fact second or third hand. So that
there = ro wWay you can a2t an accurate picture of what is happen-
ina inside the country from such people. The people who can give
vou fFiret nand isnfarmation are the black journalists who are in-
ey the counbry . who know what is happening in the black town-

S s=m ars She people the forsian media 1s ignoiring.

g: lLa=t time vou sSpoks about the responsibility of foreign
journalists.....what should they be doing?

N

That's a very difficuit problem because when you go :n there to
intervies Sicele Diomn. and he tells you he was tortured in jail,
if you're a 3cuth Aafrican journalist. you would not publish that
hecause wou ncw undsi the Prisons Act he may ot say anything
about what happensd to him while he2 was in detention. and 8 under
Ete Bolice ot he mav not say anythina about the opolics. The onus

= alway= on the perszsn who 1s teiling the story to prove that 1t
= tirga. So bhat a Soutin African JoUrnallsts would have been much
mors subrtle an tallina Sicelo Dlomo’s story. We always imply
rhere was sorturs. We alwaVvs S wee? thinas. But we =ay it
normal comeback that vou got in Siceio’s case. MNow he
svision and said that he was tortured in jarl. And
South Africa Police saw this clip, they went and inter-

find thav =aid that he had told them that he had lied
Fhink 1t was CBS at the time, and when he was supposed

on TE

e rEsmAna b Fha Bolice savina that h2 had lied to CBS. he was
rounc dsaa here was a whole ot of coincicences therz. 1T vyou
s : " GBP HAFT Lourd g
(e { i gl tin arrica o take Q& -0 ind  comaE
2t abnus HhAt n2hpeans Lo VoUT Solrcs
21 cio wvou qef Couis afriea tournatlisc who will b2 able €0 1nter
s N S T i PR T R T T i miree will be safa. It & a very
PR SEHAN] “1§AE F Y thes @ was another case of Dr. Ribeiro. ODr.
" Pame Lo narnk wurers hs dag
r el ther Ll L2s 9 people whe have cs2en  dstained DY
: oaamnn hE oo 1= asad. Alsc A Tew months arter
ths publication Nf this parcicular program. It’s a very dirtfticult
mizical i Foiam. do vou ao in foir a oncs-offt or do you try to be
uch mere =ubtls about Lt
THETZ U DA e AdrTricult. th2 audiencsz always wants a
SRy the person nellina the story hamself. sut I think
wis  nees £o LSe moie imaaination trying to find ineans ot telling
s SUnl withont isopadrdizing our sources. I tnink 1t's  vary
“Or tant 50 LSS our imadination to find wavs around thls issus.




g What aboub ths soructure of ocwnership of the media....

I think television and radio are owned by the state. Those we can
cafelv e«clude from any discussion of the open media 1in the
country. You have a few very big companies that own most of the
newspapers 1in South Anfrica. You’ve got the company we work for,
Argus., you've got limes Media. These are the two English language
aiants. You've aot Perskor and Nasionale Pers, two Afrikaans
giants. These big companies are white owned companies, SO that
1t is white intersste thev are looking after. And besides look-
ina at white interests. you are also looking at profits for them-

epjves sccentiallv. 9 the telling of the story is secondary to
rh=2m. fo the owners of these companies. What is important is
thair protite and as 1 sav. white interests. It a company like

the Arcus would aive us a little more rope. because thay know the
AuclANRE WE Are wiriting For expects a little more radical writing
than we would g2t in other Argus publications, so that we are

mven & moire leaway. But again. Just enough to be able to get
e CLISTOomErs. I'o bz abl2 to get people buying the paper. To be

aple ta ~ontrms aetting protits out of the publication. But not
anolgh to sxti1svv the black customer. Now 1t 1S because of these

monetralats vhet somna naopiE thouant. what would hapesn 1T we

awned our own pacers., would we be able to tell it much better.

T4 3 e ve s pesnlr =F Rhat vou have these new publications like
rive plew Hakion, soubl. the Lndicater. the Weekly Mail. The prob-
=p L mEmE i A Dagie ah bhas point is that...at least with

~ese publicatwions 13 that they are established by aroups
= anr very limlited interests. S0 that they become party
Pathner bhan asnsSral newspapers. So that even with these
=Ty f=rpative med we ve ot the preblem of limited

d
esis that thevy ars servang. we don’'t have black owned news -
FiRE R e pers that satisfty the dasneral pub-

|3z | we aob Lo Lok an Argus and 0 on as business entities
nd vou ve qot to iochk at che state of businsss 1n che country.
el white South africa would be prepared to talk about givang
1 ro black Sauth ATr1cans but whan 1t comes tO 2conomic
‘31 nf the countiv = rascurces. they are just decidedly anti-
re Hoti 2 LipEral or Sonseirvative white. are dse-
= : will ever be given to plack
LN Lo when vyou have this at the
baclk o7 vour mind. hbe cerhaps aple tc understand
, oy waAkh T -papers that ar2 ownad bv the major
e =S (REiZ) zllow bilack control.... blacks to

coule do 12 perhaps with llanga

lalbal th thas was bouyaht by Gatsha Buthulezi. Bul
N " rmalt BEhe Araus company has & very

Lve manacasmenl contiract and also thay are controlling ad-
Gl a2 costircliing nearly evers ‘/‘ Ning. he news-

Fach sk =1ne connirelled by the Argus company . 1n

= . ne Will ais

= = = s a2 question o tha DowEl
i 1 o Y 1 :' 1 = ‘_.‘ "S




Joe: 1 alwayve ask mvself the cquestion - 1f we 4dct enough people
to inviest in a black publication. would this publication last in
South GATraica. jt’s deoubttul that it would last. The first thing
that is required is this massive deposit the government demands
before vou set up a newspaper. 1 think it’s about R20.000. Very
faw people can afford to have 20,000 just 1lving around doing
noathanag 1in the covernments coffers. But after that the chances
ot the publication @ettina banned, if it’s an independent public-
arion., are wverv hiah. 8o that the chances of losing that 20,000

deposit are vary hiah. and very few people are prepared to risk

I ham . sive ombhircation decends on advertising. Mow the people
whoEvesao L. . wifen by adueercising ars white peeople. are white

Lan vouw aver 1madine whilitse businsss supporting a plack
t PEWSRARNs”T which is threatensd ...... with b2ing in
OFf couvures not. You Jjust would never have any black
=sHrvivIng, What vou are aolng to have. vou are going to
mnojmcxsta Like Lhes Scwetan. City Press., where vyou

nei aditorial staff. But when 1t comes tc the a&actual

2 economlc control, where the power lies, you Tinag

pravy is. vou fFind that it s still a white control.
s that  Lhe andependesnt papers that are there are
ablisnsd by c2rtzin political interests. They know they are
i to Ltose monev, bthay know they aire going to lose... thay may
ncr suirvaves for vervy lona. But they are preparsed to invest 1in

that for political reizszens. and that 1s why the publications tend
to ke parcty oraans inscead of aeneral newspapars.

Wihat ‘s vour overail reaction about coverage or South &firica 1In

1 ]
SKELCHY . I G8L 30 TIUSLrated avery
> AT 1T napeening 1n South africa. 1 don’t
Wk whenhe wiltih the ediliiorial decision makers
traci @re 1n the

CLTh ATrMLCo

or 17 it’'s the correspondents 1n
Lieve that 1984, 1933, 12936 made ths

) K> 214 2 a7 =l ] SO

izras ras mollos L22ag1ng upP 1nnocent ol ks, atc.

2w e ~aNNGT e publisinsd, ana

pbacalse tharn ©vhe o7 viclencs has in fact....1is on the decliine

; g cire wlil not be on the scraenc. Sokitis

= 3 ! =x=itorral deciswon makers Lo decidae on  the

r 2 .0 25 ] oLt South ~frica. S0 1t’'s just pushsd to

= z anc Ssometinlnag Sl<se more sxcltitling 1S pusihed. ns I - say,
=) = e r ouiLh nfrica becume: very patchy.

0o w1 Find that reflaectad in peocpla's general awarenssz o7

2L 3 T 1CA

BcA T 3 i e w zavinag a4 little furche n addition

' S civy on South Afiric U ST Twng Lhat

E i i At =re L2 alor that these forzidn corres-




pondents in South Atrica could say...background material... but
thav ' e Rot savina 1t because perhaps ideoloaically it’s unaccep-
table to them. And I've been in touch with people at home, and
I’ve recsived reports about certain things that are happening and
you would find that there is alot of interest to them. Perhaps
the readers here wouldn’t like to know anything about them. But
again I would refer to the release of Mothopeng. I found that
whilst the whols media was at the Mothopeng house, the Mothopeng
press conference...but what...but nothing got onto the TV here.
But this was a national leader in South Africa being released now
why didn’t.... why didn’t the TV stations, the three major TV
stations just carry a one minute clip, but they did not. And you
find that there's so much they could carry. But they don’t carry
because idsologicallv there are certain things that they don’t
want to see happening. but those things are happening, <o there
is that sort of problem.

Joe: The story that people expect from South Africa is that story
of violsnce. nand thay don’t look to understand what is happening
there. They don’t know what in fact is happening. You talk to
somebody about Apartheid and all he thinks about is white police-
men beating up children. that’s all they think about. The way
the storv was portrayed on teievision, in the newspapers I think
was  wrong riaht from the beginning, and that explains the
1GNCrance. bempl=s  are surprised when you walk in and you’ve got
veur children and your fTamily. They are surprised that there is
noimal family life in South Africa.

Tihami: Thay exp=ct the children to have been killed by now.
Joe . 1 tlhinkk it = the way the story was defined riaht from the

se=1irnina that  vou hava this igncrance 1in the public and it’s
asttinos wusrse now that that €Lory 1€ No toncg2r on the screencs.




Joe and Thami, Tape 3

Thami: What also blows me is that apartheid has been given a new
interpretation by the international media. As far as they are
concerned the struggle against apartheid, perhaps is a type of
racial strugale where you want equal rights, civil rights, where
you want equal to white people. And I don’t understand, because
1 don’t think that’s the struggle that is being fought in the
country. People are not fighting for human rights and civil
rights or whatever. They’re fighting for the right to shape the
course and the future of their country. I’m referring to the in-
diasnous pecopls. So vou find that now white Europe and America
see our struggle as a struggle in which we want certain rights in
other words. the only crime the white man in South Africa has
done 'is that he’'s refusing us a few human rights. Had he given
us thnss few human riahts evervthina would be 0.K. Now I even
auestion the presence of the white man on his own terms, he
should bs in that country on my terms. That is the struggle we
are fightina in the country. So you actually find the media it-
self is misinterpreting the strugale.

C: The South African government seems to have an image it wants

to imposa upon the woirld. is that the case and why is that the
case’

Joe: South Africa is a very strange country. The government wants
to part of the Westarn world. They want to be accepted as a

Western type democracy. And this bothers them tremendously. That
is why as far as the media is concerned. they will always be say-
ina., can you quote any country in Africa that has media as free
as  we have here in Scouth AfTrica. Because they believe they are
part of this areat democracv., of Treedom, of press... of the

prsss, ANnc adain thev aet very worried when the media portrays
them as baindg violsnt, a3 belng undemocratic. as being pariah of
e WL O SOmMSTNLiN. heyv baliavae that Lthea actions taken by
citizens of america for 1nstanca, ara because of what the media
1S saving about South Africa. The limited sanctions that came

into force in America i1n L936. they believe it is because of the
mecdia that thoce sancitions aotb passed. and if this continues, the

imace gsts warse. rhen more sanctlions will be imposed. Ancg that.
1S bheilr wmator proizlem. thevy want to be accepted by the Western
world. rthasy want bo continus trading with the Western world. They
want  Toot intimacy wth the Western world., and that is why they
are  worrisd aopnut the 1naae Eut at the same time they are not
praparss wn el Liiiien any Sowsr o the indigenoucs peoples of the

country. and thar 1s theilr Jdilemma.

Wt ovan o von tal about th2 manipulation of the communist
conspiracy.....

Jeoe: The Sourh African aovernment has always tried to equate the
srirucale for libeirabion with communism. 1t goes back years. evan
mernire Lha nationailsit partcy got into power. Because of the rela-

ronshipn berusan Lha ANC and the South African Communist Party,
and nuch later the relationship bestween the PAC and the Chinese,




the government has been able to climb on the story that these are
Communist controlled oraanizations, the struggle is manipulated
by communists. In fact they are saying there is only a tiny
fraction of the black community that is interested in the libera-
tion struaale. The majority are just being manipulated by these
ruthless people wha use the necklace. who threaten people, who do
whatever. So it’s all a big communist conspiracy. People like
Maraarst Thatcheir and Reagan have actually accepted the story.
And they see the struggle in South Africa in fact as a struggle
aaainst communism and therefore they will back the white South
African government in its fight against the communists. That is
why you find America involved with South Africa in Angola.
Although they want to say they’re only involved with Savimbi but
whicheveir vou look at it thevy’re involved with South Africa in
Angola, in Namibia. And I believe that the sanctions bill that
was passed in America in 1986 tied the sanctions to an investiga-
tion of the ANC, to see to what extent it is communist control-
lad. They want to blunt the liberation struggle by saying it is
a communist struagle. find knowing that America is decidedly anti-
communist. almost evervy American I1’ve met is decidedly anti-
communist. They're hoping to whip up that feeling to get support
for white South africa.

Q: So this is Just a aigantic propaganda campaign on the part of
South Africa. Would vou agree with that?

Jos: It i1s definitely a propaganda campaign. There is no way you

can tell a man that 1< oppressed. that he needs to fight for his
own liberation. Aand you coerce him to fight for his own libera-
tion. This 1s a spontaneous strugale by the pecple fighting
cppression. And trvina to say that it is being manipulated by
Moscow nr Ualiinag 19 rrdiculons Ars the agovernment knows it.
THaml ; Thers 1s alse the communicst bogey inside the country with
: N1 T 2 the are using chat 21V
posTuLliy. =G vl fing that Lhe ordinary white man in South
Fioa wheie e lankes at thess oraanizations., the ANC. the PAC,
he =s=s them as communlist organizations. And he 1s not prepared
to see them as oraanizations that are fighting for the liberation

of their pesople. Recause as far as ths white man i1s concernesd,

=i pae | Lis 3 i indd 1N Thil= other priviledge but the
fact that he goes to Russia and China for assistance, it <shows
that hs s a communlst. ancg they want to take the country away
from us and @ive it to the Russians and the Chinese. And that’s
what the ordinary white man argues in the country.

LR § RS HELS T

Jom: You talk to ordinary decent white people in the country and
they will tell vou verw honsstly that Tutu is a communist hiding
behind a clerical collar...because of the stories they’ve been
faa  pv the Sourh african aevernment. they don’'t believe he’s a
Christian trvina teo fiaht for Christian values. very few whites

Y

to the Scouth African publiic, what fTorm




Joe: The major propaganda machine is the radio. There’s a fas-
cinating program they have every morning at seven. 1It’s supposed
to be political comment. Every day...in fact in you want to mea-
sure the government’s consensus, you just listen to that program.
They will be attacking Tutu almost without fail almost every day.
Or they will be attacking Boesak. But it looks like they get
their cue from Pretoria. It’s then picked up by the black TV
stations and radio etc. : The other ones who are always painting
this picture of Tutu’s being very bad people, and they will be
publishing the good stories about the Bishop Moekoenas.  Bishop
Mokoena is a favorite on South African TV, South African radio.
So they build their own people and want to destroy others using
that medium. As far as the newspapers are concerned, the Afri-
kaaner publications that are read by blacks are very few. The
Citizen and thinas like..... But in the end they are not able to
use the written media, they use mainly radio and television.

Q: And the 1nterviews with foreigners..... do vyou ever hear
anything bad about South Africa on the media?

Jog: There s an occasional pretense at allowing criticism on
radio and TV. But as I say. most of the time it’s painting one
picture onlv,..South aTrica 1s doing well., except for a fTew
communists who are messing us up. And they have this knack of
Tinding Aamericans who are completely out of this world...who will
come into the country and tell us about the evils of communism.
Who will tell us how lucky we are to be 1living under white rule.

@: You say it’s a knack or do you think it’s really structured?
Jee: I suspect 1t & structured. They go out looking for these
people all over Europe. all over America. Right wing evangelists

atc.

e ! - - e~ . - - e by - —
dhat king of an iopnact o vou tLhink thatbt has?

Very latcle. in ract nons whnatsosver on blacks. But it just helps
to bolsteir white confidence I think. When moral sags, a falwell
comes into the country to bolister that moral I think. But they

have no impact whatsosever on the black communities.

Tham: i fackt ths church 1< a very poweriul medium. They are
using the church very trfectively in this communist bogey. These
are Calvinists. the Afrikaaners are Calvinists and they’re got
this belief 1n Ehe church that god gave them that country and
the ars » verw reliasus oeopls. S0 now the governmant and tha
powelr hloc 1n winilte =Scutin sfrica i1is manipulating the churches to
Go baag an this an: copeunls T thsins . And they have Ffaithful fol-
lowares. mlilions of thess whites....as soon as the minister gets
into i puipat apnd e <ay this. i1t's fAmen Hallelulah. They dare

noct auesstion him.
Q: Could vou cescribe whalb happened with the necklace story..

Fatr ine necliiaes Shory was in one way Trightening and in another




1t was understandable. Friahtening in the sense that when you
saws the First pictures of necklacing, it was the most horrible
scene I ve evai seen. When they torched a woman in the East Rand,
I think footage of that killing has been on every network in the
world. But the government used these pictures to start saying
that. the people who are supposed to be fighting fonﬂ,liberation
are thes people who are necklacing vyou. So they were putting fear
amongst the people sayinag kick out these horrible killers from
voulrr ctmnuniti=ss. in the outside world, the same pictures were
usad. but this time they were used to fight the liberation organ-
irations savina if vou support the ANC, if you support the PAC,
this 1s what yvou are supporting. And as I say that was very
frinnteninag footaae. and it was very effective. It alienated com-
munities outside the country from liberation organizations, and

internally 1t made people to start weeding out people engaged in
the liberation stuggle. But in a way as I said, it was an under-

stancable phenomsnon. The campaian. the necklace campaign was
directed at people who were seen to be selling out. People who
were <seen to be making apartheid succeed. So that the police
were the victims. soldiers., and police informers. The problem
vias  a  rumcir would ast somebody killed. That was no way that
people could sift the information they got. It was understandable
in the senss that 1t was a people trving to fight apartheid. and
without thinking they picked up the very first weapon they could
find. EBut as I savy. it was fiaghting. and the government used that
effectively. both inside the country and outside the country.

G- Dose the aovErnmant use state securitv to cover up corruption
Joe: I naven 't had any direct experience of that.

>
Thami: 1 tnink ths wayv 1n which they operate. The pecple in mid-
dls managzment. that iz psoplse in the army. the police. the state

departments oy amt the feelina that anvthing that is goina to

- P = Five booat iz =eren as a thrzat to the

y . : Sttt saen . .L m=an thav arse

s1ina bt i d reactive and actually associrate you....try and

aoancaans woil wioh plons adgainst the aovernment. That would be at

micddle level and lower level. At higher levels I think that one
woulad not be abls to. .. that would not be easily discernible be-

2552 these uwould be awarz oFf the dangsr of.....38 an 2xampl2 cne
wowld lock atbt bths profsction that the communitcy concillor, the

-

councillcor. thae btown counclls a2njov. Whilst some of the town
councillers were beina pirotected because of their. they wer=2 and
=t1ll are an endanqgaresd species from the radical forces in the

tornsn1es . Bur  the wav in whnich the police have actually also
looked the other wav when there were these obvious cases of cor-
rupnien where people do not ast arrested. And that aives me an
idez that they are not very keen to be investigated these things
becauzs. ... .1 mean thev ars nct verv keen to be invastigated
things. ...we had ocine official of the JMC’s in the Scweto cocuncil
e was artuslly confassindg. givinag an intervisew to us as to

Mhat was accually happening Ln the town councils and he says thal
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S0 the officials in the Transvaal Provincial Administration were
not keen to do anything and in fact the attitudes seemed to be,
why do you want to give the enemies of the country ammunition.
And this is what they were saying to newspapers, to certain re-
porters, you want to give our enemies ammunition, . so in other
words, because we’ve got enemies internationally and because this
is qoing to provide ammunition for the ..... let’s keep quiet
about this corruption, after all what’s a little corruption bet-
ween friends. That is the attitude you get....and also I - told
you, if you remember, a few years ago the Botha government tried
to pilot a bill known as the Advocate’s General Act, and the mo-
tive of this act was that in the case....this was after Mulder-
agate. where there are these cases of....these cases where there
is obviously misuse of government funds and so on, then obviously
it must not k2 reported in the media but it must be reported to a
judge who must investigate it and so on. So you actually have
these linkaaec between corruption in government and state secur-
ity where if at all vou are going to expose corruption in govern-
ment. vou ars sesn as fueslinag the campaiagn against South Africa.
Why must you expose such things you see. That is the one link
that [ =ees which has =smerasgd over the few vears I have been a
cuirnalist .

G: You're saving that investigative reporting is not really pos-
sible. ...

Investiqative reporting is very limited. Let us look at how the
Earaawarath Hospital., where it was an obvious case of..... where
there was the usual..... treatment of......the way Baragwanath

Mospital was beina run. But vou could ses how the government
reacted to the exposure. that they did not see this as the ordin-
arv,:..as the swpasuras of kad conditions in a hospital. The gov-
sroment Aot Lnveolved. svervbody a0t involved. and everybody was
detendinag what was 1n actual fact indefensibls. And this 1s what
vou see throughout..... really every facet of life in the country,

this 1S  what vou sse. whare you are ¢oing to expose anything
about separate development. how bad 1t is and then you are saen:

as....> mean the enemi=ss of the Republic. E£ven on the pensions
thing. the queles, the little aueuges we have of pensioneirs, the
reaction of FMasuzo when certain thinas were being exposed was

the press 1s being unreasonable. this is the situation and then
vou a0 and have an intervisw with Mabuzo and you find that he has
this attitude that vou quvs, you are fighting the government, you

o

don 't =Svan want fo os=2e the good we are doing. That’'s how they
arque. So vou fTind that when you are a journalist, the first

QUBTTIcH YOU ask vouresit 1s. how are they aocing to see my inves-
tigation?” You det worried about that. Now when we spoke about
em]| F-mancarsih.s =arliasr on, something I wanted to add is that the
most braumatic thina stk this emsrgency regulations 1s that you

teand i =

S

m aoina to write which the govern-

went deoas not Liks o oneirats from that CO even new when you
T st stoIrY. 1t's a auestion of is the govern-
=2n! uh | ko s=s Im Lvestligation as an honest investigatbion.

not bhev ars not aoind to sge it as an honest




investication. no way because you are exposing apartheid. So
there is this link between state security and just normal profes-
sional activity by journalists, by lawyers, by doctors, by every-
body.

Joe: I think it is difficult to answer your questionf/because we
start from the premise that the government always gives you what
it wants you to Kknow. The Police Act says you cannot write any-
thina akout the police....unless they confirm it. The Defense
Act says the same thing about the army. The Prisons Act says the
cam= thina about the prison conditions. There’s a whole veil of
esecrecy. They don’t have to say specifically, we cannot give you
that informaticn because of state security. They don’t have to
say that. All they do 1s refuse to confirm whatver you want them
ro confirm. Sc there’'s been no specific case where they have said
you may not publish this because of state security. The only
times thev ve done this is information for instance about quer-
rillas. where they’ve told the newspapers, don’t publish this
infermation for the next forty eigaht hours whatever, because of
state security. we believe we cannot release that information.
But aenerally. all they do is refuse to confirm whatever informa-
tion you might have.

G: Can you describe the censorship system \eE 60000

Joe: The ecucation system in the country is designed to produce
very docile blacks....whc will be prepared to do the mecst men1a1

1ope  anc noat ao for anything ambitious. The entire education
svstem is based on the philosoohy of separate development. If
vou le2arn history. vyou are tauaht a type of history that makes
you kKnow voun piace as a black in this big structure. That your
mlace 1s secondary te that of whites. You are told for instance
tie Lndi:unou, bLacKs. the indigenous africans don’t have a prior
3 : 2 574 ' > hesanee WO tsS an '| ol B 1 ¢ { e Cams ‘ R e

From Lz soUulh and

=3 rroem the north. Eviern when ths edUCAt1IOn PIrdaran was
Assianed. Ysrwoesrd mantioned specifically that he is tired of the
mlISintarte=s ediicating bjacks to the point where they believed
Fhhev could oo shliled work, And he said they should Torever be
i : Lipmid Rhei ~jace 1t OUlr socistv as culr  servancs. SO
From the primary isvel right up toc university level, all the
rensvs oFf apairtheird - semaration. race. and white leader-

are drummed 1nts us.

hami : and that' e abtitude the Newspager owners nhave. Some

=ank
brow hospital which was a whitz hospital, it was

ns aqao o e o

w i 15

then known as EiRe Johannesburg General....there was going to be a
new one that was bulit so thiis one was golina to be a white eie-
phant. it was not going to be used...so 1t was..... ncw because
Wnlce pATlEnts. .. .whites would be moved out of there. this old
hospital £c a2 new hospital. it wa: given to blacks, and the then
nAracier 0F the ooweban was excited apout that. He expected us to
( Laade: i whichk we are savina that something good 1is
> 1N Hene et can imacdine a used hospital peing diven to
Laciks i we ' re bo write an editorial showing how wondertul the




government is. It has allowed whites...blacks to go and...to use
a hospital in town and they....this was the temper of his argu-
ment. that again blacks would now be able to go into town and so
on....but he forgot a few fundamentals....this was an old hospi-
tal in the first place. and if it’s no longer suitable for whites

then......it can be suitable for blacks? The facilities there,
even up to this day are mediocre compared to the facilities you

find in the white hospitals. So it is this attitude you find in
South Africa, look...you must perpetually accept us as your pro-
tectors. as -people who have civilized you, as people who are
going to show you the way. That is what Joe is driving across.

Q: Do vou think that’s as true in the 80°’s as it was in the 60’s,
as far as education.....

Joe: Yeah it is. Up to the sixties fortunately, we had the mis-
sionaries educating blacks. So that they were independent of the
state and they could teach us much more than we are getting from
the state now. But I think in the 60’s... we were about the last
group that was being phased out, products of the missionaries.
From about ‘5S6....°55. 'S6. vou had this new group coming in
under this new syllabus. the Bantu education syllabus. That is
whasn vou started seeindg this deterioration in black education,
both the guality and the quantity of the education Jjust plum-
metsd. At bhis pzoint vou now get thes products of Bantu education,
the 1975 aroup that vioted, were in fact the first products of
Bantu educatieon. and thev weres savinag we’'ve had enough of this.

Q: It didn't achieve what it set out to do...

Jae: On thes contrarv. it producad a very....a very militant gen-
eration. Ihe first products of Bantu education, when they started
thess separate unlvarsities in 1960. Universities like ..... ....
and these.... it was the products of these universities that

SO R 1S1ds Tig CoOUnti'v. Angd they are tihe
ones  who wers2 very milictant who came out opoosing the white sys-
tem there. e Steve Bikeo =. the abram Tiro's ....they were pro-

ducts of these tiilbkal universities. And they were the people who
fouaht ths evetem more than anvbhodvy else at the time. So that in
fzot the covernmant cra2atsed an arimal., a Frankenstein they didn’t

ToVCO .

Q: Is thera a wunited front among Journalist of all colois
acainst censorshap?

Joe: You have the various craanizations that are fighting censor-
ship But thasv ve alsc come2 toasther as a united front... Save
Lhe Press camealdn.

Save the Press Campaign. But here

....L weuld say the suspicions have

gecause whilst we wer2 hoping that

Fromt. but already 1t nas act cracks pecu-

il D - ol Bt rs south AT ica. instanca. 1t has
=i GOl T CEVRL this Save Press cCamrcaign




fcaain here vou find that black journalists, the people who -are at
the end of the big stick., they are being shoved to the background
And this happened whean the Weskly Mail was facing a threat.
Significantly. the Save the Press Campaign was started when the
Weekly Mail was facing a threat, a white newspaper was being
threatened. So vyou had all this flurry. Then againh you find
that the standards that are being used are standards that come
from these white journalists. Now their view is that papers like
the Sowetan and the City Press....those papers are part of the
establishment. so they are not as severely effected by the res-
trictions as would the New Nation and the Weekly Mail would be.
But already they are aualifving, they are using their own sort of
valus udaesments. %o thesse are some of the things now that are
crezting problsms. Y aood campaian but I don’t think it would
nave iived lont encunh.. . .and then there was the Media Workers
Association of South Africa. to which all black Jjournalists
beiona. if was invited to the said campaian more as an after-
thouaht when somebody remembered that by the way we have black
1journalists. .. .and wvou find that the hostilities between the
Aszociation of Democratic Journalists and MWASA keep on rearing
their ualy head. Now the ADJ consists of about seven black jour-
nalists and fifteen white journalists, that is their membership.
And then vou have MWASHA which consists of the bulk of the indus-
trv. Ihere was this Save the Press Campaign. but already it has
teen boaased down by ideclodical parleying in the liberation move-
ment.

O: As a black reporter do vou have a problem of access to whites?
Jez: 1 have interviswad 2 number of whites including cabinet

v
ministers. etc. But very strange. my access to the government has
1 : heen to officials who deal with black affairs. I hav

times to arranae an interview with PW Botha, and he’s
he "= unabls te meet me. etc There’s no official
1 115CE. = LN e
: =wCcLES Wit he wrll not talk to me. Guc f've

spaken Lo the minister who's 1n charge of black education, I've
siokan (o the Minister who = 1n charge of laber, 17ve spoken to
auite a number of officials....So officially there’s no bar on

Bhiacl: dournmalists intsrviesina white officials.

3T Haw Mation and Zwelakhe. why were they

[

= particularly intsresting. When he was de-
=as rade to hava him released. the govern-
He was not being detained because of his
1ST. thev claimed 1t was because of his assoe-
Matiocinal Education Crisis Committes. He had

ciation with tne
aons thers to the MECO confersnce to ao and addiress them, and be-
cause of that address he was then associated with that organiza-

1 3 Bur 1o and beheld. when he was discharaed....l mean relesa-
=3 from priso 12 WAS iAo working as a journalist
= = ST beina dgztained Tfor his role as
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Joe: As I said the irony then was that he is now stopped from
workina as a journalis which indicates that he is being punish-
ed because he is a )ournallst Now as far as his newspaper is
concerned. it's was part of ‘a pattern. What’s happened is that I
believe the government is moving in from both edges, from the
right and from the left. It started with the New Nation on the
left. New Nation, South and Weekly Mail. And on the extreme
right it went for a publication called Die Stem., an Afrikaans
conservative publication. Now I believe there’s a movement from
the edges to the center. so that by the time the government moves
to the center. the publications will already be censoring them-
selves...that seems to be their aim. The Weekly Mail, South,

Mew Nation, the Sowetan and a few other publications were warned
more or less at more or less same time that they were publishing
subversive material. And as I say they picked on the New Nation
to start demonstratina their strength. As I say I don’t believe
it was isolated because Zwelakhe was involved in it. But I think
it’s a movement from thes edges. I believe since the beginning of
this vyear they have gone for some more publications on the left,
Grassroots. Mew Era. Work-in-Progress. I’m not too sure what the
fourth one is. But they have already received warnings and it’s
very likely that the sam2 process is qoing to happen with them.

Q: Has either of vou been arrested for journalistic activities?

It's wverv cafficult to disentanale these thinas. You can’t say
I was arrested for icurnalistic activities or for non-journal-
istic activitis=s, e aovernment always insists vou are not
being arrestad for iournalistic activities, and that’s what they
naves aluavs nean

Savine, But in 76 when I was detained. 1 was

2l 3 time and we

- i
Journadtrscs ab the

=T Lo 2c wnich was a collation of the
first person reports of all the journalists, black journalists
wno were involved i1n the 1976 riots...June 16th riots. And I

thinik it was a very t=lling document. Because it was for the
first time that all the stuff had besn brouaht together. The
government started vy banining that publication. Aana then Lhey

want to the homes of the officials of the Union of Black Journal-
ists. getting all the copies they could lay their hands on. And
finzllv thev cams and colliected me and locked me up. It was a
whole pattern that indicated that that publication was what they
were worrisd about.

G: Were you charqaad with something?

Je2:  No. I wasn’'t charaed. They just lock you up and foraet
abtout 1t And this time I was locked up under what’s called pre-
/BNT1TAY detshtion. Just Kept me i1n the cells for four months
and les me Qc afbsr Tour months. If you look at a persen like

Y] SRUTU he < i1n detention riaht now. hs’s a journalist.
then the gqovernment has besn savying., he 13 not bsing detained be-
== U= a S TS ti2s 2% A wurnalist. but atisr more than two




veare in detention. the government is now trying to get him to
give evidence against some people in the township. MNow where do
vou <ceparate the evidence he’s supposed to give from that of a
journalist. He’s supposed to be a journalist who had been report-
ing on thinas that were happening in his township. New he’s sup-
posed to give evidence about those things. And the government
will <still insist that he is not being detained because of his
activities as a journalist. So it’s very hard to disentangle
these two.

Thami: Well I think that my.....they can’t deny that they arres-
ted me for beina a journalist. and I served eighteen months
imprisonment for being a journalist. I was arrested when I was
Ravinag an intervisw with ....... and they then detained me for
eight months and thereafter they wanted me to give evidence
aaainst him on the hasie of what he had told me. And of course I
refused and I was ssntenced to eighteen months imprisonment. And
ervesd 1t. 1 was 1n sail for twenty six months., so I don’t

ink they can deny that..... I am a victim of a systematic cam-
aian aaainst black dsurnalists. And then I’ve been detained
everal times. and always it was when I was out on assignment.

i ve been detzin=sd several times for short periods of course, and
alwavs [ was detained whilst I was out on assignment. BUtE T
think that the most..... what really can best illustrate this is
perhaps when you look at black journalism over the past ten years
About sesven kblack journalists are in exile.... Enoch Duma, Ned

Serache. (names others) are in exile. And about eight black
journaliste have served terms of impriscnment. I referring to

Joeilihliolioent ~2fiiini. ... myself....those are the names that come to
mind. Then those that have been detained. several of them have
basn detainsd.... Willies.... Gabu Tugwana, Joe, myself....one has
act to iook at hew manv black journalists have not bsen detained
t e p A2 5 D e Eion answered. 3 Py LIODGI S .. TRGgUT

r z ot 2 look at &ll the prominent jouirnaliscs
and say. has chis ons csen detained or not detained, and you’'ll
Tind that nearly all of them. eighty per cent of them have been
detained and you find that now so..... the question to be answered
is whvy 1= 1t that most black journalists have either been
m2talned. s=ived LErme of imprisornment. or bEen harassed in one
way O Thes athst. Mot anlv this but there are at least seven

1] =
iournalists. black dcurnalists who are in exile...and this from a
i my b i i 1nue Teo hundired iournalists over the

[ 'm not A icurnzlist population of two hundred.
= =" It tnaT thers = peen 2 population of  two
i a very low population, butr these are

i
; =it [iC = =howt that there 1s some campaidn against
this community. [ think that i< the evidence that we’'ve got to

s bihat has to them. those who have gone into exile.
The number whe have c=talned. Those who have esven seivad
terme ST tmprissnment. Than we have twko who have even been killed
r sferrina tc the 1 WD YV EATSIACO! O el oot ahe he was killad
5] =2 palic This 1= the evidence that w2 can
oring forward Eo S e ia 2 systemabtlc campixign against
o Four i zre t = 3 rse the aov' t




will deny.

Q: Is there such a thing in South Africa as pleading protection
of sources? :

Joe: They subpoena you under section 207 of the criminal proced-
ures act. There a magistrate .demands you give the information and
if you don’t give the information you go to jail for minimum
three months and he can continue sending you to jail until you
give him the information. A number of journalists have been sub-
peonaed under this law. like Zwelakhe Sisulu was subpoenaed under
that law. Jon Quwelane several times, Maud Motanyane....few Jjourn-
alists have in fact been summoned. There’s no way you can protect
your sources. But when they use section 207 subpoena, that’s a
very gentle way of doing it. The normal method is to lock you up
under the detention laws and interrogate you. It’s Section 27, it
used to be Section 6. And they can interrogate you for as long
as they want to until you answer satisfactorily, as the law says.

And they determine if the information you’re giving is satisfac-
tory.

Q: Does this have a chilling effect on the people you interview?

Joe: It does. Pesople will always be wary of giving sensitive in-
formation to journalists because they’re aware that in the end
their namss will come up. In fact, wvery recently we had a very

frightening caze when journalists went out to interview people in
the East Rand. and after that interview they had written stories
about them. the police came and demanded to get the names of the
infoermers from the journalists. And they threatened to lock them
up undsr Section 207. But from some source or other the police

ceam  to have aotten hold of the list of these informers. They

WEBNGE GO EhHe e souircEs and Intimidated them. But in the end,

21l tns cources write affidavits to the newspaper cavina that the
T I wWas Net Lrus. and the journalists wers

‘‘‘‘‘ < i =2cuTion for publishina false information against the

Thami: When I-was in court...I pleaded that as a journalist I did

not ¢es nvsslT morally oblioed to aive evidence. And the magis-
trate sai1a [ dia not have a just and lawful reason. He said
under  the law. South ATrica’s law does nect make pirovisions for

Journalists to b2 indemnified. And then he always said that
there was no just reason for me to refuse to give evidence. And
he then sentencaed me tc eighteen months. So I think that answers
YoUui- quastion.

Q: Does thzak have a chillinag effect.on your work?

Pscause vou know vou miaht have

Jo=- In a way. because there’'s always this red light flashing in
the back of vour mind. [f somebody gives you some infTormation,
Vi e =cd - will I one dav be asked to give evidence
about »! o, 50 veu alszc tend to shy away from certain
et L
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Q:. Do you ever say to people, don’t tell me thatiit might be too
dangerous....

Joe: I haven’t had to do that. But it is possible to say that.

- et
Thami: When I’ve done it. As soon as I talk to somebody, and I
see him veer dangerously into giving me the works, I say “look
old chap. I've been to jail. I don’t want to go back to jail.
I’ve said it and I’1l continue saying it because there are cer-
tain thingas one gets to know and those things I’m not going to
publish in .-any case. For instance, if I told a youngster that
tellinag me this and this and this....and I know I’m not going to
publish that story. Why should I still allow him to tell me. But
when hes aests arrested. he’s goina to tell the police that he told
me. and the next thing that the police will be giving me a sub-
poena  for me to ao and give evidence against that youngter. So
for his safety and my safety I normally say, "look old chap, just
stop riahkt thasre. don't ao further than this. and it’s safe for
both of us.

Q: How does that square with your education as a journalist?

ank an Seuth ATrica.  you come into journalism knowing
he limitaticns. I Knew for instance. I have no illusions, I
know thzt I can ao te a csrtain point and I can’t go beyond. I've
always debated with myself - is this now the time to get out, and
so far I ve kheen saving o.k.. I suspect I’ve been useful up to
this point. so I'll continue. But with the worsening...the strug-
ale intensifving inside the country. the time is definitely going
to come when I'11 find it easier to get out of journalism.

Joe i th

Thamy - I think that vou have a....I <sometimes get 1into a
si1tuation where [ know where the story I have is the truth. “ut
b e A== - - jedem et ) » ol din ly= 9 A = it o | ey Y . 3} i 1

SSRGS L Y CONnECiencs bugs me....that here these
mlmim il -amE To nE bhecause I was the last resort to expose  this
evil Now what ars thev going to think of me tomorrow. Because
they ‘e not Going to belisve the government. 1It’s their thinking
their ¥ £l

lon  of me is going to be based on my inability to

= sror fen you just find that ycu get frustrated

2=l like [ would have tesn better off in some other pro-
You Jdo aet these feelings.

Q: Iz this happenina to many journalists?
D R aon eI e iR ke In the past three
S3is 2. Once a naw set of reqgulations is pub-

vairy deressed and we seriously think of
after a while we sort of rally around and
of tellina the story in spite of the requ-
Fzart and continue. Then another zat comes
' had found. then vou aet us walking
That’'=s been our story for the last

o
=
=
o
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Joe Thiolos and Thamy Mazwal
Q: What 1 the dafference between the older requlations and the

“ones that havzs been handad down recently.

- —

Joe: The laws have been changing gradually from the first time
thaey were imposed in 1285. Each time they were challenged 1in
court and ths aovernment would go and rewrite them to comply with
the court < dscision. and that is how we got to the final set
that was produced in 1988. And that one was very tight, even
the lawvers couldn © challenae those....they’'re very well written
Basically they re saving exactly the same thing, that you cannot
publish <subversive statements. vou cannot quote a member of a
restricted organization. 'hat you cannot quote....you cannot
wirite anvthina that either enhances the image of or improves the
score that varicus newspapers have been closed down for a number
OT weesks.

Q: They tell vou what imorpves the image of an organization...

We had a vEirv inteErestinag case where they warned us because we
were <Suppos=sd o be 2nhancing the image of the PAC and the ANC.
fancd coma of ths storizs we ware quoting were very ludicrous. The
one SLory was a wire story Trom Associated Press saying there had
Lesn a maestinn betueen Claivar Tambo of the ANC and the Archbishon
of Cancerbury Runcie. It was a straightforward story saying

Lihers had besn $his meseilnag. We were not quotina Tambo because ws
knew we couldn’'t quote Tambo. We were not saying what Tambo had
=ax13d.  tutb 1n the and becausse we had published this story saving
thars was Lhh'e meatina. we re *cru=ed of enhancing the image of

e AN et et S et ertn prscs that I wirote on a visit
Lin ¢ alianwe . | Lwhere A tour guide showed us the place
=agimy o e ookt oana the POT wsrs buirisd. They were lay-

1] S Y o Sichs 1na e dravevard Andg I just wrote this partci-

i LELe WLn N comment. nothina. 1 sald the guide showsad
! nh Puk=la was buiried. where Joe Qwabil was buried. And
DaEcause ofF that we wars supposed to ba enhancing the i1mage of the
AMC ana the PAC. So that zgain. it's a very subjective interpret-

ation that thevy aive

R: Do these new irsqulations affact black journalists mcre than
they etfesct white 10urnal;st 577
m L would =av tnat they effect both. although thes peorle
i Ll Lo e sruare on would ke a black GuUrnalisct. #decause
biars ournazlists ars basically in the frving pan. they’'rz in ths
IVET). hiavy = aaet i pareel of what 1s hapepsning. What the govt
degs noet want known. Things are happening in the townships and we
=me RSSs TR OGE DNanDRSnD no We cdon 't interview peopla. So that =
why they would ertfect bilack ournalists most. But £ don’t Ehink
k T 3=t (I Sl Qovarnmnsint . .as tTar as the government 1is
3 3 v irnalist who wrices certain tvpes of storlass 1s
' : n 2rT=20T th2 pEonlie who do wrlne
“hecsa orls ; 5 e - iournalists 2aEcause they =tay in




the townshipe and these things effect them directly.

u: What happened in the Soweto uprising. frell us the kind of
thina you cculd do then and what you could report now.

—

Thami: Well. Joe was in jaill, so perhaps I could be of assistance
here. in 197 the police were... gave regular statements and we
were able to get into any area. unrest area. And we were basic-
ally akle to report on every thina that happened. Today we can’t
go into an arsa of unrest. The police do not talk. Instead they
aive their reports to Pretoria. And what you qet is an edited
version. aAnd thar sdited version has been very politicized. It's
a2 pclhiticiran aivinag that statement. Rather than a policeman who
was  present when certain things happened. And what is more
SBr10LS . i 1276 .. .. Eh2 type of action that is being used today
1S mers szver=2 than the tvpe of action used in "76. The police
ars mpors rurhiess now And as a2 result. thev’ire trying to hide
the tvype of action that they take. They’re trvying to make sure
pacple don’'t know acout it.

i 2 7 ournali=ts achieved much more than they
37 FECEnL unrasi. ne ¢T the very qraphlc s:toriss we
0 Of 2 ournalilist nding 1nside a waste drum. And hs

raved Ln SnEre wWinzle he hd and listensd to the police giving
s niruchlions to hoasrasl dwellers to go and attack the community.
Lopi1sc2s of writing ['ve ever seen. And
rodav we car b odo chat. When tihe unrest takes place you’'ve got to
aa@ The opwoziite darsction. vou can € D2 i1n a place of unrest.
S0  that even 1f vou re there by some accicdent. vyou will not be
Dla to wrsns wuhat voy acoually saw. what you actually hesard.
Lt's only the edited ver<sions from Preteria that you can publizh.

Wit char e ans af khas ne

natrt 1 enm=thina ke SharpsEville hapnpensd now., vou would
=t 5 3t Pl ek I P Lo Arsion 5] Ml oY Y e iy ter]

x prened now. You wouldn t P2 apble £c aet the

il Fory of what ha U woulcdn't be able to qget thne asve-

CNeEse SE01313S Ton wonlidn t be able €O ast Jjournaliscs in the

rhia! Dk Tianeripag.  All vou would get would be the cfficial

x S Z e ; e S R R SRy TR S -

SECDIS ®No A°ZE SRonING Th pDoLice and ths police retaliated and

i DEOP|E A yiiad. T vou look at what happengsd at Sharpe-
Lile. wvou had sSohe vYEry araphic reporting chere.. Pictures of
cRls Py rna an ohe Qrpund atuer beling shot dead. Stories of how
! happshed Y2ivv oarapnic. The journalists wer= ch the scens
Py ' ) “h=y v wn ek ur toadxy vou wili never be aklie

N AT I =2 T pnurnailzem. Mofb o 1n South Sfrica.
o talkle a pactuice Oof scmebodv whn has pbeer
=3 i unrasn 7 voly A shotoaraphsr and ynu see somezody has
=e, T, o oL TH Take & picture or a chald
e cornst




@: Has that to do with the state becominga immune to press and
public pressures? 0r have people become numb?

1 thank 1t has to do with all those KkKinds of things. I also

think 1t has to do with the fact that violence has a dynamic of

1ts own. and that those who are locked directly in a struggle
with each other., who are direct combatants, have more pressing
thinas to deal with than to bother about who’s right and
what...in the heat of that conflict. Of course that hasn’t been
a generalized conflict here. it waxes and i1t wanes, and certainly
at this point in time it isn't relevant. But what is relevant is
the kind of scarrinag that has gone in i1ts wake...that as you say,

people do becoms immune. I find that we have become 1mmune.
Thinas that we would have considered eminently nawsworthy a few
vears aao, would scarcely warrant a mention anymore. e hank

we’'ve seen too much horror.

Q: Hasn't a certain seament of the press grown stronger in the
face of increasina censorship?

When people ask 1f a certain segment of the press has grown
stronger in the face of i1ncreasing censorship they probably refer
to the alternative press. And certainly it’s true that we have
more publications that are not dependent on the commercial
funding and the kind of rules that apply to a self-sufficient,
commercial media than we’'ve had previously. The question 1S
whether these kinds of newspapers might not have been stronger
st1l1l. had they not had the kind of opposition they have had. 1
think 1t’s something we really can’t answer. It’s Just very
difficult to answer.

Q: It has been said that the government has used the press to
carry out 1ts own propaaanda war which has been largely
successful., Would vou agree with that assessment?

I would certainly agree that the government i1is well aware of the
fact that the media can be used to suit 1ts own ends. ANnd
certainly they have acknowledaed that in regainina control of
resistant areas, they have both a hearts and minds approach, and
an outriant repressive approach. Aand this more than anvthing is
something we have learnt. 1s that censorship 1s not simply a
hole. censorship 1 not simply a silence, censorship 18 a
avstematic distortion. I'he distortion occurs to some degree by
eliminating simply by €liminating certain kinds of messages. IREG
is made even more distinct by supplementing that with what the
governmant would consider 1ts own desirable kinds of messages. I
think its very important to realize that television, 1inasfar as
it relates to news and documentaries, i1s entirely in the hands of
a government controlled institution. And that radio, in a country
where most people are illiterate, and radio has an enormous influ
ence. 1s again overwhelmingly in the hands of the government.
And these media are certainly being used to put forward the
government’s own vision of reform. the government’s own vision

what 1t wishes people to believe. And certainly it doesn’t nd
there either. It’s very hard to say who’s always responsible r
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the kinds of pamphlsts. the kinds of newsletters that are begin-
ninag to appear in black townships. But there is a proliferation
of these kinds of things. And to add to that the state has
created of course 1ts Bureauw of Information. which 1 a vast
bureaucracy. Geared particularly at beaming the message abroad
and certainly at counterina the kinds of initiatives taken by
anti-apartheid organizations. Certainly they’ve given enormous
attention to the churches., who have taken a particularly strong
stand against apartheid and who have been very much the focus of
the Bureau and the Bureau s kind of counter information. Yeah,
so0o I think that really important to bear in mind.

Tape 3

@: Most Journalistse are pessimistic about the future of press
freedom 1n South Africa. What is your view?

The immediate future I don t think looks good. We don’'t see any
=1ans that the state of emerasncy 1s about to be lifted. Aand 1
think 1t will take a long time for us to recover from the kind of
dearth of infeormation. and from the kinds of patterns that have
set-in 1n people’ s thinking. I think 1t 1s going to be fairly
dafficult to recover.

Weil. one thinag that vou find i1s that there 1s very littile

inveastidatbive  renarting  done anvmores. Because s0o little 1s
answered and so lLittle information 1s given, and information 1s
s strictly controllad, and dgiven out 1n platitudes and the
shortest most terse kinds of statements possible. fhis doesn’t
encoulrades  an atmosphere of i1nvestigation, of gquestioning and of
Lhe like. fhis 1s an authoritarian society. It is a police
state. and pecple don't guestion in those conditions. The risks

of investioating are hiah.

Q: Ccan vyou talk about the first state of emergency in 1985 and
how things changed quite radically i1n 1986.

fhe fFfirst state of emergency was imposed 1in 1985 when many areas
of the country were literally in flames. You had the situation
for instance. near Johannesburg where one political funeral would
end 1n  shootinas and aenerate another funeral. This was the
time when vou had the beginning of very severe attacks on people
who were suspected of being police informers. This was the time
when townships were literally awash with tear gas. And the first
concern seemed to be to aet raid of the image. To stop those kinds
of scenes of insurrectionary violence from flashing around the
world., To stop people across the world from seeing unarmed
civilians facina heavily armed contingents of soldiers and
police. and for a long time this indeed was the main interference
that we had with the media. it seems to be particularly geared
with South Africa’'s i1mage abroad. and not so much with i1nter-
fering with the internal dynamics of organization and mobiliza-
tion. hat came 1n the <sscond phase of the state of emergency.
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